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Trust through Transparency: Confidence in the
Pork Industry, One Person at a Time
If you were interviewed on National Public Radio (NPR) about today’s pig
farming practices, what would you say? How would you build trust with the
audience? And what if an animal rights representative also were a guest?
Ask Jan Archer, a Goldsboro, North Carolina, pork producer and president of
the National Pork Board. When she was first approached by an NPR affiliate
to discuss animal care, she was hesitant.
“Mainstream media has not always been sympathetic to farmers,” Archer said.
“But after thinking about it, I realized I had to ‘walk the talk’ of being open and
willing to answer questions about what we do.”
That includes correcting common misconceptions about animal housing,
animal care, environmental stewardship and other topics, Archer added.

In this issue:

“It’s important for producers to proudly stand up for what we do so well and
address challenges honestly, transparently and quickly,” Archer said. “That’s
how we build real, lasting trust.”
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During the NPR broadcast, Archer was struck by the respect and areas of
agreement possible between a pig farmer and an animal rights representative.
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“We both love animals and value what they contribute to our lives,” she said.
“Respect between people of differing opinions is essential.”
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“Transparency is more than telling your story. It’s about being open
about what pig farmers do and why. It’s candidly addressing issues
and concerns that stakeholders have about today’s food system.” –
Charlie Arnot, CEO of the Center for Food Integrity
“For example, when was the last time you thanked the local convenience store
for having gasoline on hand to fill your car?” asked Bill Even, National Pork
Board CEO. “That’s how consumers feel about safe, affordable, abundant food.
They consider it a given that it will be readily available, but at the same time,
they want to know more about how the food they eat is raised.”
Connecting with consumers can be challenging at times, Archer said.
Continued on page 4.
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President’s Message – D.M Lopes
It’s Election Time – Let Your Voice Be Heard
Our national presidential election this year may be a doosey, but the
election for CPPA board members doesn’t need to be. In fact, I know that
we have many qualified members across the state (including the ones
currently serving) who would be excellent candidates. If you have an
interest in serving the pork industry and our state’s membership, I highly
encourage you to make a run for the board. To apply, simply contact
Erica at the CPPA Office so that your name is forwarded for
consideration. You will be asked to submit a brief biography for the
membership to read prior to voting. Whether or not you decide to run,
make sure to cast your ballot in January and be part of the process. Let
your voice be heard (in both elections).
CPPA Bred Gilt Sales
The Inaugural CPPA On-Line Bred Gilt Sale was held October 15th and
another one is scheduled for December 15th. The first sale saw limited
entries, a fact which may bring into question the value of proceeding with
the second one. However, I believe events such as these hold promise for
enhancing marketing opportunities for our membership. If you have gilts
bred for those coveted January litters, please get them entered ASAP.
The rules and entry forms are available on our website
http://calpork.com/. Entries are due December 1st! I personally
would love to see these sale events become successful and am
committing a gilt to the December Sale.
New Antibiotic Rules – Are You Ready?
As I’m sure you all know by now, the rules affecting antibiotic use in
livestock will become more strict effective January 1, 2017. These new
regulations will impact producers of all types and sizes (including youth
projects). If you don’t already have a strong working relationship with
your veterinarian and your feed dealer, it is recommended you develop
those relationships to help you keep in compliance. Our CPPA website
includes a link to the Pork Checkoff’s Antibiotics Resource Center
with all the latest information you need to know. I highly encourage you
to become very familiar with the new regulations.
Talk to Me
Do you have ideas, comments, questions, criticisms, food for thought, or
other information that you would like to express relative to our
organization? If so, you are invited to give me a call. I would encourage
you to contact me before the next board meeting which is scheduled for
November 2nd in Modesto. I can be reached at 559-638-0319 (office),
559-360-3606 (cell), or david.lopes@reedleycollege.edu.
Also, don’t forget to check out our website for all of the latest information
(including details about the events mentioned above) at
http://www.calpork.com.
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CPPA Member News & Information
CPPA Hosting a PQAPlus Training on October 20th in Modesto
Date: October 20, 2016
Time: 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Location: Stanislaus County Farm Bureau Office – 1201 L St, Modesto, CA 95354
Please RSVP by contacting the CPPA office at info@calpork.com or (916) 447-8950. Deadline to RSVP is
October 17, 2016
For more information on the PQAPlus program go to - http://calpork.com/producer-resources/pqa-plus/

CPPA Winter Online Bred Gilt Sales
In response to member requests for more marketing opportunities, CPPA is hosting an online Bred Gilt Sale on
December 15th. The auction will be managed & promoted by CPPA, and broadcast on www.Showpig.com
Entry Details:
Entry Deadlines: December 1, 2016
Two entries per consignor.
Entry fee - $20.00 per entry.
Entries are non-refundable.
CPPA reserves the right to refuse any entry.
Commission is 10%, split between the Auction Company and CPPA.
Buyers to pay a 10% buyer premium which is split between the consignor and the auction company.
Certificate of registration with ownership transferred to the buyer is to be submitted at the time of
entry. Transfer of registration certificates for each animal sold will be handled by sale management as
part of the general sales expenses.
9. All sale consignors must be a CPPA member in good standing.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Click here for sale details, entry form and sale rules. For questions, contact the CPPA office at (916) 447-8950
or info@calpork.com

Support CPPA…Order Your CPPA Merchandise
Pigs, The Inventors of Bacon - #RealPigFarming℠ Shirts
$12.00 each plus shipping & handling
Available Sizes: Children (S, M, L), Adult (S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXL)
Classic snapback trucker hat
with CPPA logo – Black or
Brown
$15.00 each plus shipping &
handling
To order contact the CPPA office at (916) 447-8950 or info@calpork.com
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Trust through Transparency, cont’d…
“Addressing misinformation about agriculture is an ongoing mission for all pork producers,” said Archer, who
highlighted the pork industry’s We CareSM ethical principles during her NPR interview. “We need to continue to
share how we responsibly raise pigs on our farms.”

Transparency Is Powerful
Consumers are skeptical of companies or sectors that are not transparent, because a lack of transparency
implies there must be something to hide, according to Charlie Arnot, CEO of the Center for Food Integrity, one
of the groups that works with the Pork Checkoff.
“Transparency is more than telling your story,” Arnot said. “It’s about being open about what pig farmers do
and why. It’s candidly addressing issues and concerns that stakeholders have about today’s food system.”
Arnot added, “Today’s consumers want farmers and others to be profitable, but they also expect them to
acknowledge their obligation to do what’s right for people, pigs and the planet.”
Research shows that consumers trust others who share their values, Arnot said.
“We can increase consumer trust by demonstrating that we share consumers’ concerns for animal care,
environmental protection and safe, nutritious, delicious pork.” Arnot said.
“Finding common ground is essential, and questions offer opportunities to engage and build trust,” Arnot said.
“For example, when someone asks why pigs are raised indoors, we can either immediately begin justifying what
we do, or we can hear the person’s interest in animal well-being and build a bridge from there. Sharing that
person’s value in maximizing animal well-being provides a common-ground place to begin a conversation.”

Connecting the Dots
Trust is built with consistency and transparency. It’s important to never miss an opportunity to connect with
consumers, media, students, health professionals, neighbors and other key audiences, Archer noted.
“We must branch out and build trust with people who may have no real connection to agriculture and are the
most susceptible to being swayed by misinformation,” Archer said. “We need to connect the dots between their
perceptions and the realities of high-quality care we give our animals.”
The Checkoff and producers reach out to consumers and channel partners in a wide variety of ways.
Peggy Greenway, who raises pigs with her husband Brad in South Dakota, has found social media to be a
powerful tool to connect with the non-farm public.
“I love to share what we do,” said Greenway, who actively shares farm facts on Facebook and Twitter using
#RealPigFarming. “I want people to know that farmers protect the environment and focus on animal wellbeing and that we produce safe, high-quality food.”

Start in Your Community
The Checkoff’s Even encourages producers to start in their own communities. “Engage in conversations about
food and agriculture with people in your local community at the Little
League baseball game, at the grocery store or during coffee hour at
church,” Even said. “Staying visible helps build trust and dispel
misinformation while giving you the freedom to operate in your area.”
Also, look for ways to reach out to local leaders, including city officials,
state lawmakers and the local media, Even said
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“If producers don’t tell their story, someone else will, and the information might be incorrect,” added Even,
who encourages producers to take advantage of Pork Checkoff-supported resources, such as Operation Main
Street (OMS), which trains people to speak up for the pork industry.
OMS speaker Karen Richter, who is a pork producer from Montgomery, Minnesota, has presented the pork
industry’s story to Rotary clubs, county commissioner meetings, veterinarian groups, high school culinary
classes and other forums.
“It is always challenging when attempting to dispel misconceptions,” Richter said. “But as a producer, it’s
rewarding to see the surprised looks when people learn that we raise pork today using less land and water,
leaving a smaller carbon footprint.”
Many audience members have questions about modern pork production, from manure management to
groundwater quality, added Bill Luckey, an OMS volunteer and pork producer from Columbus, Nebraska.
Unlike a paid spokesperson, a pork producer is viewed as someone who’s authentic, he added. “People are
interested in learning more about pork production. Who knows this information better than pork producers?”
Pork producers have made incredible strides to build trust with consumers, retailers and other stakeholders,
Archer said.
“Tremendous progress has been made and should be celebrated,” Archer said. “But our efforts to build trust
must be ongoing to assure sustained success today and for generations of pork producers to come.”

5 Ways to Speak Up for the Pork Industry
Author and businessman Stephen Covey noted that trust is the glue of life. It’s also the glue that helps connect
pork producers and consumers. Here are five ways that you can get involved to help represent the pork
industry.









Speak up locally. Whether you write a letter to the editor in support of the pork industry or share
your perspective about food and farming when visiting with friends and neighbors, your voice matters.
Harness the power of social media. Share photos and stories from your farm on Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram and Pinterest. You can add the hashtag #RealPigFarming to be part of the Checkoff’s
social media outreach program that shows pig farming from the farmer’s perspective. Consider hosting
virtual tours via Skype, Facebook Live or Periscope. Welcome bloggers, school children and others into
your barns and answer their questions.
Apply to be the next America’s Pig Farmer of the YearSM. The Pork Checkoff’s annual award
honors a U.S. pork producer who excels at raising pigs using the We CareSM ethical principles and wants
to share this with consumers. To meet this year’s four finalists, click here or visit
americaspigfarmer.com.
Become an Operation Main Street speaker. The Checkoff program has trained hundreds of
volunteers to speak to students, vet schools, dietitians, civic organizations and other key audiences to
share the pork industry’s innovation and stewardship. To learn more, see page 42 and visit
pork.org/oms.
Serve on a Pork Checkoff committee. The National Pork Board and its committees guide and
direct Pork Checkoff programs and initiatives. If you’re interested in serving on the board or a
committee, visit pork.org/about-us/get-involved.
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October is National Pork Month – Great Promotional Ideas!
October Pork Month is a great time to highlight the many successes of the pork industry and to promote pork
to consumers. There’s no better time for California pork producers to showcase the work being done to
ethically raise quality, wholesome pork than October and National Pork Month. Consumers are interested in
learning how pork is raised today by responsible farm families and this celebration offers an opportunity to tell
everyone what you do and how you do it!
Host a farm tour – Get the word out about the positive aspects of pork production. Invite a local club,
community group or school to tour a pork production unit. Afterwards, delight your guests to a treat from the
grill – such as pork burgers – and use the opportunity to share information on the new cuts of pork.
Have a field day – Partner with other local agricultural organizations, such as your state soybean or corn
growers associations, and host a field day for producers and community members to learn about the many
different aspects of agriculture and why it is vital to society.
Sponsor a drawing or giveaway – Give people in your community the opportunity to celebrate October
Pork Month by sponsoring a drawing or giveaway through your local newspaper or radio station. Consider
prizes such as pork products, gift certificates or pork merchandise. Visit porkstore.org for available
merchandise.
Conduct a presentation for elementary students – Contact a local elementary school and give a
presentation regarding modern pork production. Focus on how pork is raised and the many uses for pork
products and sponsor a pizza party to highlight the toppings as just one of the delicious uses for pork.
Get Social – Share your story during October Pork Month on social media sites, such as Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram and YouTube. Use quick facts for fun posts and tweets. Retweet and share posts from state and
national Pork Checkoff pages. If you’re up for a challenge, try posting one fun fact a day with a picture from
your operation. Pictures tend to grab the most attention.
Make the most of October Pork Month this year. For recipe ideas visit www.porkbeinspired.com and for youth
ideas log on to http://www.porkbeinspired.com/teacher-resources. Contact the CPPA Office or visit the
www.porkstore.pork.org for merchandise and handouts.

South Dakota Farmer Named America’s Pig Farmer of the Year
The National Pork Board announced that Brad Greenway, a pig farmer from Mitchell, South Dakota, has been
named the 2016 America’s Pig Farmer of the YearSM by achieving the highest score from a third-party judging
panel and online voting. The award recognizes a pig farmer who excels at raising pigs using the We CareSM
ethical principles and who connects with today’s consumers about how pork is produced.
“We are pleased to have Brad represent America’s pig farmers. He embodies the very best in pig farming,” said
Jan Archer, National Pork Board president and a pig farmer from Goldsboro, North Carolina. “It’s important
that we share with today’s consumers how we raise their food in an ethical and transparent way.
“I look forward to sharing my personal farm story with consumers to help them understand the care that goes
into raising pigs today,” said Greenway. “I am proud of my industry and the hard work my fellow farmers put
into producing safe, high-quality food, and in caring for animals and the environment every day.”
Greenway was named America’s Pig Farmer of the Year following a third-party audit of on-farm practices and
conducting a series of written and oral interviews by subject-matter experts. He has achieved excellence in all
aspects of pig farming, including animal care, environmental stewardship, employee work environment and
outstanding community service. To learn more about Greenway’s farm and the America’s Pig Farmer of the
Year Award, visit americaspigfarmer.com.
CALIFORNIA PORK PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
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Keepin’ It Real: Consumers Connect with Pork Producers
Through #RealPigFarming
Real. Raw. Believable. That’s how people are describing the Pork Checkoff’s
#RealPigFarming social media mission, which is giving pork producers a
compelling way to connect with consumers.
There are more than 2.3 billion active social media accounts around the
globe. A lot of people are having conversations online, and some of them
want to learn more about what happens on today’s pig farms.
The Pork Checkoff’s social media outreach program, #RealPigFarming, helps pig farmers, veterinarians,
academics, youth, veterinarians and allied industry members share stories about today’s pig farming.
“When the consuming public gets access to real farms and real people, this provides an important bit of
reality,” said Cristen Clark, a Runnells, Iowa, pork producer who is featured in the Checkoff’s Women in Pig
Farming and Meet the Legends of #RealPigFarming videos. “People appreciate our candidness about our
experiences on the farm.”
There have been nearly 40,000 posts on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram public accounts using the
#RealPigFarming hashtag, according to Claire Masker, director of public relations for the Checkoff. Videos
also are becoming an integral part of the digital campaign.
“Videos are a powerful tool to connect with consumers,” Masker said. “Producers can virtually throw open the
barn doors and share how they care for their animals 365 days a year. Engaging videos help people meet the
real pig farmers of America.”
Women in Pig Farming, one of the most popular videos, shows the roles that four women play on their farms,
from driving a tractor to working in the farrowing barn. The video has been viewed nearly 400,000 times via
YouTube and other social media platforms.
Other #RealPigFarming videos highlight U.S. military veterans (American Heroes of #RealPigFarming)
and the Ask A Pig Farmer series, which addresses:






How farmers care for their pigs,
How pig farming is environmentally sustainable,
How antibiotics are used to keep pigs healthy,
Why most pigs are raised indoors, and
Why producers chose to become pig farmers.

The videos highlight practices pig farmers use daily to ensure the health of pigs and to adhere to high foodsafety standards. The videos also focus on how today facilities and technology enables farmers to use less land,
water and energy than ever.
“It’s vital to take these opportunities to tell the story of how modern pork production really works,” Clark said.
“It’s also incredibly enjoyable to connect with people who are buying our product at grocery stores.”
She added, “Campaigns like this are real, and raw, and believable,” Clark said. “Kudos to the
Checkoff for keeping #RealPigFarming relevant.”
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California Legislative Update
Governor Brown Signs Bill Authorizing Farmworker Overtime
Gov. Jerry Brown signed legislation granting agricultural workers the same right to overtime pay as other
Californians.
The bill’s enactment marked a major victory for the United Farm Workers union – and a setback for industry
interests – six years after Brown’s predecessor, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, vetoed a similar bill.
His signature followed narrow passage in the Legislature and intense lobbying by farmworkers. Assembly Bill
1066 will raise overtime wages for agricultural workers incrementally over four years, ultimately matching
other industries by requiring time-and-a-half pay for more than eight hours in a day or 40 hours in a week.
Farmworkers are currently paid overtime if they work more than 10 hours in a day or 60 hours in a week.
Farm labor advocates heralded the bill as a step toward equal treatment for a largely low-paid and historically
marginalized workforce, while business groups argued increasing labor costs will damage the industry in an
important agriculture state.
Some industry interests said the law will backfire on farmworkers if employers reduce worker hours to avoid
triggering overtime requirements.

Details of the Bill
Employment specialists are working to interpret its provisions and help farmers and ranchers to prepare for
them.
The new law will entitle agricultural employees to premium pay after eight hours of work in a day or 40 hours
in a week, but implementation will be phased in, starting in 2019. Other changes not involving overtime pay
will go into effect next Jan. 1.
Changes contained in the bill include:
The current 10-hour workday for agriculture, which has been in place since 1976, will be phased down for
employers with more than 25 employees in four half-hour steps annually. The phase-down starts on Jan. 1,
2019, when farmers or ranchers will have to pay employees 1½ times their regular rate of pay after 9½ hours
worked in a workday. In 2020, premium pay begins after nine hours and in 2021, after 8½ hours. The last step
will lower the daily overtime threshold to eight hours, effective Jan. 1, 2022.






Progressively lower caps on weekly straight-time hours will also be imposed on larger employers,
effective on the first day of each of the same years. The imposition of those caps will start on Jan. 1,
2019, with a requirement to pay time-and-a-half after 55 hours worked in a workweek. In 2020, the cap
reduces to 50 hours and in 2021 to 45 hours. On Jan. 1, 2022, the law imposes a 40-hour weekly cap
plus a requirement to pay double time for hours worked over 12 in a workday.
Each of those phase-in steps will be delayed for three years for employers of 25 or fewer employees. For
those employers, imposition of the phase-in steps will start on Jan. 1, 2022, and end on Jan. 1, 2025,
along with a requirement to pay double time for hours worked over 12 in a workday.
AB 1066 will also subject agriculture, effective Jan. 1, 2017, to the "one day's rest in seven" provisions of
the Labor Code, although days of rest can be accumulated throughout the month due to business
necessity.

Sources: Sacramento Bee and California Farm Bureau Federation
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Legislative Update
TPP Pork Producers’ Top Priority During NPPC Legislative Fly-In
Getting a vote this year on the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement was the top
issue on which pork producers from around the country lobbied their congressional lawmakers during NPPC’s
biannual legislative fly-in. In addition to the TPP, more than 130 producers from 20 states urged their senators
and representatives to include funding in the next Farm Bill for a Foot and Mouth Disease vaccine bank and to
oppose a U.S. Department of Agriculture regulation – the so-called GIPSA rule – that would restrict the buying
and selling of livestock. But the TPP was producers’ No. 1 priority. The agreement includes the United States,
Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore and
Vietnam, which combined have 800 million consumers and account for nearly 40 percent of global GDP. “The
TPP represents our biggest commercial opportunity ever,” said NPPC President John Weber, a pork producer
from Dysart, Iowa. “This is a landscape-changing deal that will significantly affect the future of my family and
pork-producing families throughout the country. The TPP will cause U.S. pork exports to increase
exponentially, and we’ll see at least 10,000 new U.S. jobs created because of that increase.” During their
Capitol Hill visits, pork producers pointed out the significant negative financial impact that failing to pass the
TPP will have on their bottom line.

USDA FSIS Proposal to Hold Livestock Haulers Accountable for Animal Welfare
at Slaughterhouses
A proposal by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Food Safety and Inspection Service would hold transporters
responsible for the mistreatment of livestock. "The Food Safety and Inspection Service is announcing its intent
to hold livestock owners, transporters, haulers and other persons not employed by an official establishment
responsible if they commit acts involving inhumane handling of livestock in connection with slaughter when on
the premises of an official establishment," the notice states. "FSIS believes these actions will further improve
the welfare of livestock handled in connection with slaughter by ensuring that all persons that inhumanely
handle livestock in connection with slaughter are held accountable." Currently, the operators of farms and
slaughterhouses are the ones held accountable for mistreatment of livestock on their property. "Livestock
transporters or haulers transport animals to slaughter establishments," the notice states. "Many of these
individuals are not employed by the establishment and thus are not required to follow instructions from the
establishment on the handling of livestock in connection with slaughter." According to the notice, FSIS will
initiate action solely against the non-employee if it is determined that the non-employee is solely responsible.
"For example, if Office of Field Operations personnel observe a non-employee driving animals too fast and
causing a few to slip and fall, and establishment employees are not involved in the event, FSIS will initiate
action against the non-employee and will not take an administrative enforcement action against the
establishment," the notice states. FSIS will request comments on this notice. The agency plans to begin
implementing the policy 90 days after its publication in the Federal Register. To view more details and
background, read the notice here.

USDA Delays Implementation of Enhancement to Pork Cutout
USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) is postponing to Oct. 31 from Sept. 12 implementation of an
enhancement to the pork carcass cutout. The pork cutout is an estimated value for a hog carcass based on
current wholesale prices paid for sub-primal pork cuts. AMS is adding muscle cuts (insides, outsides and
knuckles) to the ham primal as a way to more accurately reflect today’s marketing environment and to capture
more product to be included in the weighted average calculation. According to analysis from AMS, the
enhanced cutout is expected to lower the overall carcass cutout value by an average of $1.41. (For more
information, click here.)
WWW.CALPORK.COM • September/October 2016
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Legislative Update
NPPC, Farm Bureau Win FOIA Case Against EPA over Farm
Data Release
A federal appeals court overruled a lower court decision to throw out a lawsuit brought by NPPC and the
American Farm Bureau Federation against the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency over its release to
environmental groups under a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of personal information on
thousands of farmers. In late 2015, a U.S. District Court dismissed the NPPC-Farm Bureau suit for a lack of
standing. But the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit in St. Louis ruled that “the associations have
established a concrete and particularized injury in fact traceable to the EPA’s action and redressable by judicial
relief.” It also determined that EPA “abused its discretion in deciding that the information at issue was not
exempt from mandatory disclosure under Exemption 6 of FOIA.” The case stems from the February 2013
release by EPA’s Office of Water to several activist groups of extensive private and personal information it had
collected on farmers in 30 states. (EPA gathered the information on farmers despite being forced in 2012 to
drop a proposed data reporting rule for CAFOs because of concerns about the privacy and biosecurity of family
farms.) After objections from NPPC and other agricultural groups, EPA requested that the activist
organizations return the data, but the agency subsequently was prepared to release additional farm
information it collected from other states. NPPC and the Farm Bureau objected to that release, and in July
2014 filed suit against EPA in the U.S. District Court for the District of Minnesota, seeking injunctive relief.
That court dismissed the suit, claiming that neither NPPC nor the Farm Bureau had standing to sue since some
of the farm data could be obtained from other sources. The district court did grant a protective order to prevent
release of any farm information while the two agricultural organizations appealed the ruling.

FDA Wants Comments on Establishing Durations of Use for Some Antibiotics
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration announced last month that it is seeking public comments on setting
use periods for medically important antimicrobials – those important for treating human diseases – used in
livestock production. FDA’s Guidance for Industry 213 limits the use of such drugs to therapeutic purposes –
prevention, treatment and control of diseases – under the oversight of a veterinarian. (Guidance 213, starting
Jan. 1, 2017, also will eliminate the use in livestock of medically important antibiotics for growth promotion
purposes.) While the guidance outlines how medically important antimicrobial drugs administered to animals
through feed and water will have a defined amount of time they can be used, it does not address some currently
approved therapeutics that lack on their labels defined durations of use. FDA is requesting information on
establishing appropriately targeted durations of use for products that don’t have them. Specifically, FDA wants
to obtain information on:




The underlying diseases requiring drugs for therapeutic purposes and periods when livestock or poultry
are at risk for developing the diseases.
More targeted antimicrobial use regimens for the diseases and husbandry practices that may help avoid
the need for medically important antimicrobials, or that may help make more targeted antimicrobial
use regimens more effective.
Strategies for updating affected labeling of drug products that do not currently include a defined
duration of use.

NPPC will submit comments and work with FDA to successfully implement Guidance 213.
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Your participation in the Strategic Investment
Program allows the National Pork Producers
Council and state organizations to enhance and
defend your opportunities to compete at home
and abroad.

National Pork
Producers Council
Strategic
Investment
Program

Mandatory
Pork
Checkoff

Negotiate for fair trade (import/export)
Fight for reasonable legislation
Fight for reasonable regulation
Inform and educate legislators
Provide producers direct access to
lawmakers
Proactive issues management with media
Secure and guide industry research
funding
Enhance domestic and global demand
Provide producer information and
education
Funding

$0.10/$100

$0.40/$100

YOUR VOLUNTARY INVESTMENT IS NPPC’S PRIMARY SOURCE OF FUNDING;
CHECKOFF DOLLARS CANNOT BE USED FOR PUBLIC POLICY FUNDING.

The National Pork Producers
Council (NPPC) conducts
public policy outreach on
behalf of its 44 affiliated state
association members
enhancing opportunities for
the success of U.S. pork
producers and other industry
stakeholders by establishing
the U.S. pork industry as a
consistent and responsible
supplier of high quality pork
to the domestic and world
market.
NPPC is primarily funded
through the Strategic
Investment Program (SIP), a
voluntary producer
investment of $.10 per $100
of value that funds state and
national public policy and
regulatory programs on
behalf of U.S. pork
producers.
For more information on
NPPC, visit www.nppc.org

NPPC Programs
PorkPAC – The political action committee of NPPC. The mission is to educate and support candidates at the
state and federal levels.
Legislative Education Action Development Resource (LEADR) – If you’re not telling your story,
someone else will! Your voice is needed in the halls of your state capital and in Washington, D.C.
Pork Leadership Institute – The Pork Leadership Institute combines the National Pork Board’s leadership
program (Pork Leadership Academy) with the NPPC’s PLI.
Swine Veterinarians – The U.S. pork industry is under mounting criticism from opponents of modern farm
animal production methods.
Internships – The NPPC Washington Internship Program is designed to give young leaders experience in
U.S. agricultural policy – legislative, political and regulatory – at the federal level.
U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance – The National Pork Producers Council is proud to serve as a board
participant on the U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance (USFRA).
We Care – As a united group, pork producers adopted a formal set of ethical principles that
outline the industry’s values and define how producers represent the industry every day on
farms across America.
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USDA Hogs & Pigs: A Very Tough Fall is Coming – Steve Meyer
So what should you make of this report? It means trouble. My long-standing, often shrill warning about
packing capacity is coming true. Fourth quarter slaughter will run at capacity from early November onward
and will be above capacity for several weeks in December.
You have likely read by now the details of USDA’s September Hogs and Pigs. For reference, I provide the
details below. The report was viewed as somewhat bearish when it was released since most every market
inventory category or measurement was larger than was expected, on average, by the analysts surveyed before
the report.
CME Lean Hogs futures were kinder than
expected on Monday following the report with
October posting a small loss, December posting
a small gain and every other contract
increasing sharply. Contracts from May
through October 2017 all gained more than $3
per hundredweight, erasing all of last week’s
pre-report losses.

I’m not sure what generated all of the
optimism. I think it may have been more
sympathy after the bludgeoning of the past few
weeks.

Some takeaways from the report are:
The breeding herd is still growing and USDA’s
estimate is, to me, more reasonable than those
of the past two quarters. Lower sow slaughter
this summer suggested some growth was
occurring. Anecdotal evidence from equipment and breeding stock suppliers suggests that robust growth is
occurring. Friday’s figure of 6.016 million was 0.6% larger than one year ago and puts us back on track to hit
1% annual herd growth (6.06 million head) by Dec. 1.
Both the all-hogs and pigs and breeding herd inventories were record large on Sept. 1. That marks the fourth
straight report in which market hog inventories set a new record for the respective quarter.
All of the weight categories were larger than pre-report estimates by 1% or more. Most concerning, the 180and-over category increase (4.1%) was, though very large, much smaller than the 6.9% actual increase in
September slaughter. The lateness of this report (Sept. 30) takes out most of the guesswork about this number
for the month and, if anything, it is low since we are importing fewer Canadian market hogs this year.
UDSA farrowings and litter size estimates appear to me to be more reasonable than those of the past few
quarters. But the estimators once again revised the six-month-past pig crop upward and accounted for 100% of
the change by revising farrowings upward. They apparently never miss the litter size! More on that later. Only
once in the last seven quarters has USDA not significantly revised the pig crop upward and the average over
that time period has been 2.45%. The green observations represent where the March-May and June-August
crops will fall should they be revised in a similar manner. This is getting to look like systematic error in
estimating the pig crop.
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We believe USDA will either adjust their estimates
upward in the future or continue revising pig crops
higher. The reason is that recent average for pigs
saved per litter are likely too low. Since porcine
epidemic diarrhea virus, litter sizes have been
trending higher but why have did they not return to
pre-PEDV levels when the disease itself began taking
only a fraction of the pigs it did in 2013-14? The
genetics and management of these herds is the same
as before PEDV. Breeding companies didn’t suspend
their efforts to make genetic progress. I’m not aware
of any high-value, highly prolific nucleus herds being
lost. So why is this breeding herd not capable of
moving back to the actual trend it was on before PEDV and not just resuming the uptrend but from a lower
level? I understand fully that we are back on the same improvement trend but why did we not go back to where
we were? I think it explains USDA’s failures in predicting recent pig crops.
So what should you make of this report? It means trouble. My long-standing, often shrill warning about
packing capacity is coming true. Fourth quarter slaughter will run at capacity from early November onward
and will be above capacity for several weeks in December. The surge of slaughter the past two weeks is driven
in part by a few hogs moving early since weights have been constant instead of rising as they normally do in
late-September. But the surge is, for the most part, a harbinger of what is to come.
My compilation of analysts’ forecasts, indicate the slaughter numbers are astonishingly large and continue so
into 2017 as it appears none of us think the breeding herd is going to stop growing this year. The prices are
equally astonishing to the low side, but I will warn you that this fall could be worse than you see here. We are in
a situation where supply will be right
against packing capacity. That will
leave both hog supply and demand the
same and fixed in terms of quantity —
the packers won’t be able to take any
more hogs and producers won’t be
able to ship any fewer. The result of
that is what we economists call an
“indeterminate price” — it could be
anything from zero up to, perhaps,
last year’s price level.
I hope I am wrong, but this smells a
lot like 1998. I just hope packers are
smart about their bids. $8 hogs got
them mandatory price reporting
(which they vehemently disliked and
opposed) in 1999. Their margins are
already near the level of 1998. I urge
them to act individually to keep those
margins strong, but reasonable while
taking care of their suppliers. If they
do not, don’t be surprised to see
lawmakers get pretty aggressive about changing the system – even if the change is clearly for the worse to most
logical industry participants. Packer ownership ban, anyone? Source: National Hog Farmer
WWW.CALPORK.COM • September/October 2016
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Consumers rely on us to produce quality pork in a responsible manner, so it’s
important they know the principles that guide pork producers. Everyone involved
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Get Ready for FDA’s New Antibiotic Use Rules on Jan. 1, 2017
With the end of the year nearing, pork producers need to be sure that they’ve
checked the boxes to be fully compliant with the Food and Drug
Administration’s (FDA) new antibiotic regulations that will take effect Jan. 1.
The Pork Checkoff offers online resources to help with this task through its
Antibiotic Resource Center found at pork.org/antibiotics.
“For some producers, preparing for the new regulations may mean locking
down their veterinary relationship or contacting their feed supplier to
prevent any feed-delivery issues next January,” said Dave Pyburn, senior vice
president of science and technology for the Checkoff. “Everyone may be at a
different place as far as preparedness goes, but time is getting close to get the
remaining things done.”
The Antibiotics Resource Center offers the FDA’s “frequently asked
questions.”
“This is a good place to visit if producers have specific questions about
different issues and scenarios related to the new regulations,” he said. “These
are are continually updated and expanded as new information is available.”
For producers who may not have a veterinary relationship already established, an online locator tool will be
added to the Antibiotics Resource Center in November to provide assistance.
“In the interim, I’d suggest that pork producers ask for referrals from neighbors with pigs or contact their state
veterinarian office for possible assistance,” Pyburn said.
“With only months to go, we’re urging all producers to go through the Pork Checkoff’s checklist one more time
to ensure that everyone can answer ‘Yes!’ to the question ‘Are you ready?’”
For contact information for your state veterinarian office, go to:
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/traceability/downloads/StateAnimalHealthOfficials.pdf.

Radio Ads to Help Build Awareness
The Pork Checkoff shares hundreds of news and feature stories throughout the year on your favorite radio
stations. But this fall, you may notice that ads about the new antibiotics regulations will begin airing right after
the national election this November. These spots will complement the existing print and digital ads that have
been part of the overall, “Don’t Wait… Be Ready!” antibiotics awareness campaign that launched in November
2015.
“We don’t often use paid radio or print advertising,” said Cindy Cunningham, the
Pork Checkoff’s assistant vice president of communications. “But we think this is a
good investment because of the unusually important nature of the antibiotics
changes coming in 2017. This extra step will help ensure that all producers know
what’s ahead and can take appropriate actions.”
The radio spots will air on farm radio stations and will help spread the news about
the new regulations and encourage producers to visit pork.org/antibiotics for more
information.
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Understanding the Veterinary-Client-Patient Relationship
By now, livestock producers are becoming aware of soon-to-be-implemented changes in how feed grade
antibiotics are used, in the form of expanded use of the Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD). Producers using feed
grade medications will need to obtain a prescription-like VFD form from a veterinarian before they’re able to
purchase and feed those medications.
The implications that go along with these regulations have been subjects of much discussion. One implication
that will affect some producers more than others is the stipulation that the VFD forms be obtained through a
veterinarian -- and not just any veterinarian. The veterinarian writing the VFD form must have what’s termed a
“veterinary client patient relationship” or VCPR with the producer.

Veterinary Client Patient Relationships (VCPR) Defined
A relationship with a veterinarian can take many forms, but the VCPR -- necessary to obtain the proper VFD
forms (as well as to use prescription medicines, or injectable or water medications in an extra-label fashion) -is spelled out in state and federal regulations. California follows the federal VCPR definition, which states that a
valid VCPR exists when:






A veterinarian has assumed the responsibility for making medical judgments regarding the health of
(an) animal(s) and the need for medical treatment, and the client (the owner of the animal or animals
or other caretaker) has agreed to follow the instructions of the veterinarian;
The veterinarian has sufficient knowledge of the animal(s) to initiate at least a general or preliminary
diagnosis of the medical condition of the animal(s). This means that the veterinarian is personally
acquainted with the care of the animal(s) by virtue of an examination of the animal or by medically
appropriate and timely visits to the premises where the animals are kept, and
The veterinarian has assumed responsibility for making medical judgments regarding the health of the
animal and has communicated with the client a course of treatment appropriate to the circumstance.

Furthermore, the statute states, “Such a relationship can exist only when the veterinarian has recently seen and
is personally acquainted with the keeping and care of the animal(s) by virtue of examination of the animal(s),
and/or by medically appropriate and timely visits to the premises where the animal(s) are kept.”
It’s that last part that creates uncertainty, since it doesn’t specify how frequently a veterinarian must visit an
operation. One could say these requirements were written in a purposefully vague manner: since the rules must
apply to all food animal operations, a one-size-fits-all approach is not easily attained. One key is how often
conditions, animals, and management can change on an animal operation. A cow-calf operation may have used
the same type of cattle and management strategies for the past 20 or 30 years, while in a large dairy, disease
processes, nutrition, and management may change on a monthly or weekly basis.

Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) Considerations
While one could focus on the uncertainties present in the VCPR definition, some aspects are certain:






VFD forms can’t be obtained from a veterinarian that has never seen your animals or operation.
If a veterinarian is familiar with you, your animals, and your management, a farm visit to personally
examine the set of animals to be treated may not always be necessary before obtaining a VFD.
Your veterinarian is entitled to determine what “medically appropriate and timely visits” means in the
context of their practice and your operation. They have no obligation to provide you a VFD if they feel a
VCPR does not exist – their signature on the line indicates that relationship is present.
A valid VCPR does not mean the veterinarian can authorize uses of feed grade medications that are not
on the label (“extra label” use).
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As mentioned earlier, some producers will navigate these changes in feed-grade antibiotic use much better than
others. Those producers are the ones with an existing solid relationship with one veterinarian or one veterinary
clinic. For them, all the dust-up about VCPRs is largely irrelevant because that relationship is ingrained in their
operation.

The Bottom Line
Producers who have not had veterinarians visit their operation, or have not used veterinarians at all, will have a
harder time adjusting to the VCPR requirement when it comes to obtaining VFD forms. It is not too late to start
greasing those skids, though. Schedule a visit with a veterinarian to go over your current uses of feed grade
medications and determine whether you will need to obtain VFDs for them. Then discuss what constitutes a
VCPR in terms of your operation and the veterinary practice. Coordinating this information with your
consulting nutritionist is a good idea. In this manner, you’ll be ready for the changes that will occur on
January 1, 2017.
Conscientious livestock producers will look at the VCPR requirement not as an opportunity to seek loopholes in
the system, rather they will consider it an opportunity for animal health and profitability improvement through
veterinary involvement in their animal’s well-being.

Be Prepared….New California Antibiotic Regulations Take Effect Jan. 1, 2018
Antibiotic resistance is an issue that threatens human health and animal health. SB 27 signed by Governor
Brown in August 2016 ensures livestock producers can continue to use antibiotics effectively to treat, control
and prevent disease.
Beginning January 1, 2018, SB 27 requires injectable and other medically important antibiotics not delivered
through feed or water to be purchased with a prescription issued by a veterinarian.






Independent of SB 27, all medically important antibiotics delivered through feed must be administered
using a veterinary feed directive per federal regulations largely supported by the industry and
pharmaceutical companies.
Many antibiotics already require a veterinarian prescription, but for those that currently do not (i.e.
LA200©) will beginning Jan. 1, 2018 can still be purchased at retail facilities with a veterinarian
prescription.
SB 27 requires the Department of Food and Agriculture to ensure that livestock producers in rural areas
continue to have timely access to antibiotics.

SB 27 requires the Department of Food and Agriculture to develop voluntary stewardship guidelines and best
management practices with veterinarians and livestock producers.


Guidelines will be developed in coordination with the Department of Public Health, the Veterinary
Medical Board and experts at the University of California Veterinary Medical School.

SB 27 will voluntarily monitor antibiotic use and most importantly, monitor patterns in antibiotic resistance.



All information that is collected will be held confidential per the statutory provisions of the bill,
including from FOIA or PRA requests.
The data gathered in California will be integrated with national monitoring efforts.

SB 27 codifies in statute that antibiotics can be used for disease prevention where necessary.


Specifically the bill states, “A medically important antimicrobial drug may also be used when, in the
professional judgment of a licensed veterinarian, it is needed for prophylaxis to address an elevated risk
of contraction of a particular disease or infection.”
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Implement an Influenza Program for Pigs & People
If you haven’t done so already, make sure that you, your family and all farm
personnel get a flu vaccination to help protect human and pig health.
“Producers and swine farm workers can reduce the risk of getting sick and
bringing influenza to the farm by getting a seasonal vaccine,” said the Pork
Checkoff’s David Pyburn.
The flu season can start as early as October and last through May. Sick-leave
policies should encourage workers to stay away from the farm if farm
personnel are experiencing influenza-like symptoms, such as acute
respiratory infection.
“This can create scheduling challenges, but that’s minor compared to your
herd being infected,” said Pyburn, noting that people may be contagious up
to five to seven days after becoming sick.”
Proper building ventilation and hygiene can help reduce influenza virus
transmission at the farm level.
“Basics such as washing your hands often and using farm-specific clothing
and footwear can go a long way to minimize the influenza risk to your
animals and workers,” Pyburn said.
“Also, vaccinate pigs against swine influenza virus and monitor herd health
daily,” he said. “Contact your herd veterinarian immediately if influenza is
suspected. Rapid detection can help manage sick pigs more effectively and
prevent virus spread.”
Other actions to prevent cross-exposure of influenza viruses between
species include bird-proofing buildings and protecting feed from birds. The
biosecurity measures outlined within these pages will help address influenza
as well as other diseases.
For more influenza related information for your farm, go to pork.org/flu

Fall Preparation Starts with the Basics – Ventilation
and Biosecurity

The Pork Checkoff’s Swine
Health Committee directs
the organization’s efforts to
fund research and develop
information and tools that
producers can use for
continual improvement in
the area of swine health.

Click on links below to learn
what Checkoff dollars are
providing to pork producers
to help them protect and
improve the health of their
pigs.
http://www.pork.org/produ
ction-topics/swine-health/
PEDV
PRRS
Domestic Diseases
Biosecurity/Security on the
Farm
Foreign Animal Disease
Awareness and
Preparedness
Disease Surveillance
Swine Health Links

Checking the boxes on ventilation and biosecurity is important for pork
producers as cold weather approaches, says Steve Rommereim, National Pork Board treasurer.
As temperatures drop, Rommereim also turns up the dial on the farm’s biosecurity.
“Biosecurity protocols not only need to be in place, but need to be top of mind for folks on the farm,”
Rommereim said. “Risk from diseases, such as porcine epidemic diarrhea virus (PEDV), increases in cold
weather, so this is a good investment of my time.”
Basics include controlling traffic in and around hogs, having clean, site-specific boots and clothes available and
limiting entry points for truckers hauling hogs.
“We make sure everything is washed and disinfected, not just within the rooms, but also anything coming into
barns,” Rommereim said. “Producers who farrow need to be even more stringent to keep PEDV and other
diseases from entering their herds.”
The Pork Checkoff offers more items to include in your fall-preparation checklist at pork.org
under “resources”.
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A Thousand Words…
If a picture’s worth a thousand words, the National Pork Board recently
stepped up its dialogue with the public about how pigs are raised today with
the debut of its new Pork Checkoff Photo Library. The online resource joins
other Checkoff tools and programs designed to open the barn doors, both
figuratively and literally, to increase transparency and build trust with
consumers and other key audiences.
Over 1,100 photos are available at pork.org/photos, with the images housed
on Flickr, a popular, free online storage system. The high-resolution photos
can be viewed and downloaded in different sizes for use in everything from
social media posts to print publications.
With consumers more interested in how their food is raised, photo requests
from media, educators, students, state pork associations, Operation Main
Street speakers, producers and others have grown tremendously. Images have
been viewed more than 21,000 times since the photo library was launched
earlier this summer.
The photos, a labor of love for me and other Checkoff staff members, were
taken at farms across the country. From Minnesota to Texas, and from
California to North Carolina, we see the same thing as we look through the
lens – dedicated pork producers who are committed to doing the right thing
on their farms every day for people, pigs and the planet.

Apple Cinnamon Pork Chops
Prep time – 15 minutes, Cook time – 25 minutes, Serves 4
4 bone-in ribeye (rib) pork chops, about 3/4-inch thick
Salt and pepper
3 tablespoons butter, divided
2 apples, peeled, cored and thinly sliced
1 large white onion, halved and thinly sliced
2 tablespoons brown sugar, packed
2 teaspoons cinnamon
Pinch cayenne
2/3 cup apple cider
1/3 cup heavy cream
Generously season the chops with salt and pepper on both sides. Set aside.
In a large skillet over medium-high heat, melt 2 tablespoons of butter. Immediately add the pork chops and
cook until brown, about 3 minutes per side. Transfer to a plate and set aside.
Return the skillet to medium-high heat and melt 1 tablespoon of butter. Immediately add the apples and onion
and cook, stirring occasionally, until the onion is translucent, about 5 minutes. Stir in the brown sugar,
cinnamon and cayenne. Stir in the apple cider and cream. Add the pork chops, nestling them into the liquid,
and cook until the internal temperature of the pork reaches between 145 degrees F. (medium rare) and 160
degrees F. (medium), 3 to 4 minutes per side. Serve the chops with the apple mixture spooned on top.
http://www.porkbeinspired.com/collections/recipe-of-the-week/#?collection=rotw
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