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What We Can Expect Next From Activists
The Animal Agriculture Alliance sends representatives to the National Animal
Rights Conference every year to gather insight on strategies and tactics of the
animal rights movement. The 2017 event emphasized the ‘humane meat myth,’
clean meat innovations, expanding vegan options into the marketplace and a
need for inclusivity within the movement.
Conference attendees were told that “breaking the law can often be a good
thing to do” in the pursuit and amplification of their agenda. These tactics are
already in uses we see an uptick of activists breaking into farms of all sizes and
stealing animals. The number-one goal of animal rights groups is to put
farmers and ranchers out of business, no matter the size of the farm. Having a
thorough screening process for job applicants and farm visitors can help
protect producers from the threat of an activist trespasser. Additionally, onfarm security measures such as locks on doors and gates, good lighting,
motion detectors and high fences surrounding the area can help deter
trespassers.
Another theme at the conference was to continue pressuring restaurants,
retailers and foodservice companies to adopt certain policies for their supply
chain, not to improve animal welfare, but to increase prices for both the
farmer and the consumer. The focus has shifted from egg-laying hens to
broiler chickens and the next target will likely be aquaculture, according to
conference speakers.
Attendees also were encouraged to focus on influencing young individuals at
an impressionable age. Activist groups like PETA and Mercy for Animals have
instituted tactics to target college students, and even recruit them to become
ambassadors for the movement. Therefore, education to consumers about the
benefits of animal products in a healthy diet is always important for those
advocating in the agriculture industry.
Lastly, speakers made it clear that giving animals the same rights as people is
the goal, not promoting animal welfare, stating that “it’s the beginning of the
end of animal welfare and the beginning of civil rights for animals.” With
activist groups still pressuring restaurants and retailers into meeting animal
welfare demands, more emphasizes being put on animal rights and veganism.
This was made clear through the encouragement of attendees to halt use of the
term “factory farming” in order to suggest that all farms should be included in
animal rights targeting, regardless of size.
Activist groups are seeking to end any and all forms of animal agriculture, and
we can expect continuous movement from them in attempt to achieve that
goal.
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Presidents Message – D.M Lopes
Thank to James Backman
I would like to personally thank James Backman for his many years of
service to the CPPA Board of Directors. As you may or may not already
know, James has decided to step down as a board member for
personal reasons. The remainder of his term will be filled on an
interim basis by Aaron Prinz, Swine Manager for UC Davis.
As most of you do know, James has contributed to the organization in
numerous ways over the years. Those contributions include serving as
a board member for over 10 years, coordinating activities for junior
and open show events, donating pigs for the show pig scholarship
program, and serving as auctioneer for the annual State Fair Junior
and Open Division Swine Sales as well as the Pig-In-A-Poke auction.
He has come to be viewed by many as the “Voice of the CPPA” as it is
always interesting listening to his thoughts about our industry. In
recognition of their many contributions to the California Pork
Industry, James and his wife Kara (aka Small Town Genetics) were
awarded the CPPA Distinguished Service Award in 2017.
James, your insights, wisdom, and sense of humor at our board
meetings will be missed.
CPPA Show Pig Scholarship Program
At the February Board meeting, a record number of applications were
reviewed for the annual CPPA Show Pig Scholarship Program.
Congratulations to the six winners. Thank you to the cooperating
sponsors this year: Feldspar Berkshires & Hampshires, Generation-X
Farms, Golden State Genetics, Ottenwalter Show Pigs, and Small
Town Genetics.
Gearing Up for Show Season
The show season is just around the corner with plans underway for
the annual CPPA Junior Pork Spectacular and the two California State
Fair Show & Sale events. The Pork Spectacular will be held June 16-17
at the Merced County Fairgrounds (a new venue). The shows & sales
committee and the youth committee have been busy making
adjustment to the schedule and activities. Expectations are high as last
year saw record participation for this event. First Time Exhibitors
receive HALF-OFF their entry fees ($22.50 entry fee) and a
complimentary one-year membership to California Pork Producers
Association.
Annual CPPA Membership Meeting
Mark your calendars now for the 2018 Annual Meeting & Banquet
which will be held on June 16th at the Merced County Fairgrounds (in
conjunction with the CPPA Junior Pork Spectacular event). The new
venue promises to feature a much cooler and more comfortable
environment than we experienced at last year’s meeting. We will also
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be making some adjustments to the schedule to allow for a briefer and more concise program. To view a
tentative agenda, click on http://calpork.com/annual-membership-meeting/. Please register by June 9th.
That’s it for now. If you have any matters that you would like to have brought to the Board’s attention, please
contact Erica, myself, or another board member. Our contact information can be found at our website
www.calpork.com.

CPPA Member News & Information
Changes to CPPA California State Fair Open Breeding Swine Sale
To enhance the quality of the CPPA Breeding Swine Sale the Board of Directors has implemented the following
change effective this year:
Exhibitors are limited to four (4) sale entries, of which no more than two (2) can be boars.

CPPA Announces 2018 Show Pig Scholarship Recipients
Congratulations to the following CPPA Junior members for being selected for this year’s Show Pig Scholarship.
A huge Thank You to the following CPPA members for donating a market hog for these juniors to exhibit at
their county fair and providing assistance to these juniors in raising their show hog.







Ryaln Beavers, Corcoran
Austin Danner, Oroville
Madison Pierce, Penn Valley
Rylee Randel, Santa Rosa
Izzy Thomas, Valley Springs
Jayden Yokom, SmartsvilleA

Sponsor – GenerationX Farms, Livingston
Sponsor – Feldspar Berkshires & Hampshires, Woodland
Sponsor – Ottenwalter Show Pigs, Colusa
Sponsor – Ottenwalter Show Pigs, Colusa
Sponsor – Golden State Genetics, Turlock
Sponsor – Small Town Genetics, Denair

Mark Your Calendars…2018 Pork Spectacular is June 16 – 17th
Make plans to attend the 2018 Pork Spectacular at its new location in Merced. First time exhibitors will
received HALF-OFF their entry fee and a complimentary one-year membership to CPPA.
New Location: Merced County Fairgrounds
Show schedule and entry information will be posted on the CPPA website in early 2018.

Save the Date: CPPA Annual Meeting/Banquet June 16th
Make plans to attend CPPA’s annual meeting and banquet on June 16th at the Merced County Fairgrounds.

Sport Your CPPA Clothing in 2018
Pigs, The Inventors of Bacon - #RealPigFarming℠ Shirts
$12.00 each plus shipping & handling
Available Sizes: Children (S, M, L), Adult (S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXL)
Classic snapback trucker hat with CPPA logo
Available in Black or Brown
$15.00 each plus shipping & handling
To order contact the CPPA office at (916)
447-8950 or info@calpork.com
WWW.CALPORK.COM • January/February 2018
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Your 2017 California Pork Checkoff Dollars at Work
Today’s Pork Checkoff is at work for California pork producers. These funds support efforts in advertising,
consumer information, retail and foodservice marketing, export market promotion, production improvement,
science and technology, swine health, pork safety and sustainability/environmental management. Below is a
list of this past year’s efforts.





















Big Fresno Fair 4-H & FFA Pork Breakfast Pork Product Sponsor
California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom Sponsor
California Agriculture Day at the Capitol Participant (pork product sampling)
California Ag Teachers Association Conference Participant
California FFA Foundation Proficiency Award – Swine Production Entrepreneurship Award Sponsor
California State FFA Leadership Conference Participant
California State Fair Junior Swine Supreme Champion Award Sponsor
Costco Pork Tenderloin Sampling – 20 stores (joint effort with Cargill and National Pork Board)
Cotton Festival Rib Cook-Off Pork Product Sponsor
CPPA Jr. Director Industry Tour
CPPA Pork Spectacular Youth Skillathon & YPQA Training
CPPA Pork Spectacular & Annual Meeting Banquet
Del’Osso Farms 2nd Annual Baconfest; Bacon, Beer & Bands
Marin County Fair Pork Cook-Off Primary Sponsor
MNI Print Grouping: HGTV, More, Real Simple – BeInspired Advertisements (five market areas)
Sacramento Capitol Farm-to-Fork Festival Participant
San Francisco Forty-Niners Team Yearbook Half-Page BeInspired Advertisement
U.S. Farmers and Ranchers Alliance Consumer Educational Efforts Sponsor
Visalia Convention Center Boots, Brews & Bacon Festival
CPPA provides educational materials for 4-H clubs, FFA chapters, agricultural field days, teaching
resources, and other educational activities and efforts that education and promote your industry.

Are You Paying Your Pork Checkoff Share?
What is the Pork Checkoff rate? – U.S. pork producers and importers pay $0.40 per $100 of value when
pigs are sold and when pigs or pork products are brought into the United States.
When is the Pork Checkoff assessed? – Feeder pigs, market hogs and seedstock are the means by which
producers are assessed. For example, a feeder pig producer is assessed when the pig is sold for the first time. If
the animal is sold as a feeder pig a second time, there is no assessment. However, an assessment is collected on
the sale of the pig when the animal is sold as a market hog. The same producer is never assessed twice for the
same animal.
Who is responsible for collecting the funds? – Pig marketers, including packers and dealers, are
responsible for collecting assessments, except in the cases of seedstock and farm-to-farm sales, which are also
covered under the law. In the case of seedstock, the seller or breeder is required to remit funds in farm-to-farm
sales.
How is the National Pork Checkoff used? – The National Pork Board executes specific programs in the
areas of promotion, research and education. No funds may be used for lobbying or to influence government
policy.
To learn more go to - www.pork.org/about.
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Jr. Director Leadership Conference – Genna Andrade, Jr. Director
The 2018 CPPA Junior Board of Directors Leadership
Conference took place on February 1 – 2, at the Double Tree
Hotel in Modesto, CA. All Junior Board Members: Shelby
Weinrich, Paige Henry, Corie Lee Falaschi, Ashlee Anderson,
and Genna Andrade all attended.
The weekend began with an informational meeting on industry
issues ran by Rachelle Bailey-Tucker. The team went out for
dinner at the Food Fix Truck and heard a presentation from the
chef, Hank Olson. He explained to us how he got started in the
food business, his successes, and his future plans for the
business. We, of course, all had to try the pork! Next, we walked
to Downtown Modesto to the ESCAPE Room. Our team
members were locked in a room with the task to find hidden clues and solve a murder mystery. And, although
we failed to escape, it was a great activity for solving problems and working as a team.
The next day, we got up early for breakfast downtown and then drove into San Jose to tour an industry
research facility. After our tour, we ate at the Smoking Pig BBQ. When finished with our meals, the chef was
also kind enough to give our team a tour of the smoker room. After lunch, we headed back to the hotel where
we heard a presentation from Rebecca Bailey with the Almond Board of California.
The Junior Board concluded the conference with their own meeting ran by President, Shelby Weinrich. Our
team planned out events such as Pork Spectacular in June and next year’s CPPA Junior Board Conference.
Overall, the conference was a great experience and an awesome way for our Junior Board to bond as a team.
We would also like the thank everyone who donated their time to making this conference a worthwhile
experience.

Back to the Barn… Showcasing Careers in Pork Production
Youth trying to find their path in life are often told that they can be anything they want as long as they are
willing to work hard and do a good job. The Pork Checkoff’s recent first-ever Elite Pork Intern Summit
reminded young people that careers in pork production can be both rewarding and diverse.
Nine production interns from across the U.S. attended the summit, which was held at the National Pork Board
office in Des Moines, Iowa. The Pork Board hosted the event with the U.S. Pork Center of Excellence (USPCE).
The group included interns from America’s top 30 pig farms.
“The pork industry attracts youth looking for careers as accountants, communicators, researchers,
owner/operators and more,” said Ernie Barnes, director of industry services for the Pork Checkoff. “While it is
great to see that interest, it also is encouraging to see youth who are passionate about working directly in the
barns in animal care.”
The Elite Pork Intern Summit was a concept developed by a team at the National Pork Board and brought to
fruition by Austin Pueschel. The animal science senior at Iowa State University was an intern this summer for
the Checkoff’s Producer Services and for the USPCE.
The interns who attended have ambitious post-graduation goals. Among the group, some hope to earn master’s
and doctoral degrees in animal nutrition and animal handling, while others are planning to become
veterinarians, barn managers, human resources managers and agricultural educators.
During the two-day summit, the interns learned about career opportunities in the barn and beyond, with
presentations from the National Pork Board, the USPCE and the National Pork Producers Council.
WWW.CALPORK.COM • January/February 2018
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New CA Antibiotic Laws Effective January 1
As of January 1, 2018, injectable and all other medically important antibiotics (MIADs) must be
administered with a prescription that is ordered by a California licensed veterinarian within a
valid veterinarian-client-patient relationship (VCPR).
This means that all MIADs not mixed in feed,
including those that are federally labeled for overthe-counter sale, will now require a prescription to
be sold or used in California.
Many antibiotics already require a veterinarian
prescription (i.e. Zactran, Nuflor). But for those that
currently do not (i.e. LA200, Penicillin) now require
a veterinarian prescription.
Over the counter antibiotics will still be available at
a licensed veterinary food-animal drug retailer with
a prescription from a veterinarian. Prescriptions
may only be dispensed by: the prescribing
veterinarian, a veterinary food animal drug retailer
(VFADR), or a licensed pharmacy.
This is in addition to current Veterinary Feed
Directive (VFD) regulating antibiotics delivered
through feed legislation on the Federal level that
took effect January 1, 2017.
Vaccines are not considered antibiotics and are still
be available for purchase over-the-counter without
a prescription.

How to Access Antibiotics for Livestock
Veterinary Prescriptions
If a veterinarian decides that the appropriate use of a medically important antibiotic is necessary to treat,
control, or in some cases prevent disease: before dispensing the drug, the veterinarian must offer the client a
written prescription that the client may choose to have filled by any licensed facility or with their veterinarian.
Current Options for Filling Prescriptions


Veterinary Food Animal Drug Retailer (VFADRs): Licensed by the California Board of Pharmacy, can
fill prescriptions for pick-up or delivery. Your veterinarian may be able to suggest a VFADR, or you can
look up licensed VFADRs at http://www.pharmacy.ca.gov/about/verify_lic.



Licensed Pharmacies: Ask your local pharmacy if they will carry veterinary livestock drugs. Search for
your local licensed pharmacy at http://www.pharmacy.ca.gov/about/verify_lic.



Licensed Online Pharmacies: Several veterinary internet pharmacies are registered with the California
Board of Pharmacy to fill prescriptions in the State.



Your Veterinarian: Veterinarians may dispense medically important antibiotics to their patients within
a valid VCPR.

For more information visit - https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/AUS/ or email CDFA_AUS@cdfa.ca.gov.
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Key Terms

Insert AUS Flow Chart

What is an antibiotic?

An antibiotic is a medicine (such as penicillin) that destroys bacteria or inhibits its growth.

What is a Medically Important Antimicrobial Drug (MIAD)?

A MIAD is an antimicrobial drug that is important for treating human disease. MIADs include all
critically important, highly important, and important antimicrobial drugs listed in Appendix A of the
federal Food and Drug Administration’s Guidance for Industry #152.

What is SB 27?

SB 27 (2015) is a California Senate Bill that formed the current Antimicrobial Use and Stewardship
(AUS) program. The law requires a veterinarian prescription to administer medically important
antimicrobial drugs to livestock, beginning January 1, 2018. This is in addition to current Veterinary
Feed Directive legislation on the Federal level that took effect January 1, 2017.

ANTIBIOTIC LIVESTOCK DRUGS IN CALIFORNIA
Not Medically Important
No prescription required
Aminocoumarins

Novobiocin (only available in combination with
a MIAD in California)

Medically Important
Prescription or VFD required after January 1, 2018
Aminoglycosides

Bambermycins (Gainpro 10, Flavomycin)

Dihydrostreptomycin***
Gentamicin** (Garacin, Gen-Gard)
Hygromycin B** (Hygromix)
Neomycin** (Neo-Sol 50, Neovet)
Spectinomycin* (L-S50, Speclinx-50)

Ionophores

Amphenicols

Glycolipids

Laidlomycin***
Lasalocid (Avatec, Bovatec)
Monensin (Rumensin, Coban)
Narasin (Maxiban, Monteban)
Salinomycin (Sacox, Bio-cox)

Florfenicol*** (Nuflor)

Cephalosporins

Ceftiofur***(Naxcel, Excede, Excenel)
Cephapirin (Today, Tomorrow)

Pleuromutilins

Diaminopyrimidines

Polypeptides

Fluoroquinolones

Tiamulin (Denagard, Triamulox)
Bacitracin (Pennitracin, BMD)

Quinoxalines

Carbadox (Mecadox)

Ormetoprim (Rofenaid)

Danofloxacin***
Enrofloxacin*** (Baytril)

Lincosamides

Lincomycin** (Lincosol, Lincomix)
Pirlimycin***

Polymyxins

Polymyxin B (Terramycin)

Macrolides

Erythromycin** (Gallimycin)
Gamithromycin*** (Zactran)
Tildipirosin***
Tilmicosin (Pulmotil AC)
Tulathromycin*** (Draxxin)
Tylosin** (Tylan, Tylovet, Tyloved)
Tylvalosin (Aivlosin)

Penicillins

Amoxicillin***
Ampicillin*** (Polyflex)
Cloxacillin***
Penicillin** (Pennchlor, R-Pen, Bactracillin)

Streptogramins

Virginiamycin** (V-max, Stafac)

Sulfonamides (Sulfas)

Sulfadimethoxine** (Salfadived, Albon, Sulfamed)
Sulfamerazine** (Poultrysulfa)
Sulfamethazine** (Poultysulfa, Aureo)
Sulfaquinoxaline** (Sul-Q-Nox, Poultrysulfa)

Tetracyclines

Chlortetracycline** (ChlorMax, Pennchlor)
Oxytetracycline** (LA-200, Duramycin, Bio-Mycin)
Tetracycline** (Duramycin, Tetramed)

* Feed/water drugs must follow FDA VFD and water prescription requirement as of 1/1/2017.
** May be used in feed
*** Federally labeled as prescription-only (regulatory restrictions unchanged by SB 27)
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Legislative Update
‘WOTUS’

Rule Implementation Delayed Until 2020

The White House Office of Management and Budget completed its review of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s final rule to delay for two years implementation of the Waters of the United
States (WOTUS) rule. The controversial Clean Water Act (CWA) regulation, which took effect in August 2015,
gave the government broad control over waters, including upstream waters and intermittent and ephemeral
streams such as the kind farmers use for drainage and irrigation. It also covered lands adjacent to such waters.
NPPC and other organizations challenged the rule in U.S. District Courts around the country, and the U.S.
Court of Appeals for Sixth Circuit, which consolidate the District Court case under its jurisdiction, put a hold on
the regulation in the fall of 2015. The U.S. Supreme Court last week, however, ruled that the Sixth Circuit
doesn’t have jurisdiction to hear such CWA cases. The EPA now is reviewing comments on a proposal to
rescind the 2015 rule and is developing a proposal for a new definition of “waters of the United States.” The
Trump administration expects that a new version of the WOTUS rule will be in place long before the 2020
implementation deadline.

USDA Rule Allows Pork Imports from Mexico
In January, the U.S. Department of Agriculture finalized a regulation that will allow all Mexican states to
export pork to the United States, a move supported by the National Pork Producers Council.
USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is implementing a science-based risk assessment
that determined Mexico is free of Classical Swine Fever (CSF), highly contagious viral disease in pigs. It was
eradicated from the United States in the late 1970s. APHIS in 2016 concluded that the risk of CSF from pork
imports from Mexico is negligible.
“The U.S. pork industry is a strong supporter of free trade and of using epidemiological science and risk
analyses to determine if trade can be safely conducted between countries,” said NPPC President Ken
Maschhoff, a pork producer from Carlyle, Ill. “Mexico in 2017 was our No. 2 export market, so maintaining our
good relationship with that country by ensuring fair and reciprocal trade is paramount for our producers.”
Mexico in late 2007 requested market access to the United States for pork from the eight states in its central
region but later amended that request to include all Mexican states. APHIS at that time conducted multiple
reviews and determined Mexico’s control program for CSF was not sufficient to classify the country as
negligible risk for the disease.
But because of the importance to the United States of the trade relationship with Mexico, USDA’s Foreign
Agriculture Service provided funding through a Global Based Initiative to assist that country with improving its
control program. Through the grant, Mexican officials received training in foreign animal disease diagnostics at
USDA’s Plum Island Animal Disease Center and in-country training on case management and control
activities. A subsequent review by the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) determined that Mexico
was free of CSF.

TPP Moves Forward Without U.S.
The 11 remaining countries in the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) this week announced that an agreement has
been reached and will be finalized in March. President Trump withdrew from the trade agreement when he
took office in January 2017. NPPC, a strong supporter of the TPP, continues to warn that the U.S. pork industry
will lose market share in the Asia-Pacific if the United States does not rejoin TPP or conclude bilateral free
trade agreements with countries in the region. It has urged the Trump administration to begin trade talks with
Japan – the U.S. pork industry’s No. 1 export market – and with countries such as Vietnam and the
Philippines.
CALIFORNIA PORK PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
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Legislative Update
NPPC Supports New Pork Inspection Model
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has proposed a new pork processing inspection rule,
a decision strongly supported by the National Pork Producers Council. As a result, the USDA’s Food Safety
Inspection Service (FSIS) HACCP Inspection Model (HIMP) will be expanded from five current pilot locations
to full-scale implementation.
“We support the USDA’s decision to advance HIMP as it introduces new pork production efficiencies while
encouraging the deployment of new food safety technologies in packing plants,” said NPPC President Ken
Maschhoff, a pork producer from Carlyle, Illinois. “The pilot program yielded very positive results; expanding
the program is another step forward in the industry’s ongoing focus on continuous improvement of food safety
and cost efficiency.”
The new inspection model, subject to a 60-day comment period, assigns increased inspection responsibility to
plant operators, allowing the USDA to dedicate its resources to general oversight of food safety standards and
the overall inspection process. Plants can choose to adopt the HIMP model or continue operating under the
current inspection system.

NPPC Applauds Withdraw Of Organic Rule
Listening to the farmers it would have affected, Agriculture Sec. Sonny Perdue announced that his agency will
withdraw a proposed organic rule for livestock and poultry, a move hailed by NPPC.
The Obama-era regulation - the Organic Livestock and Poultry Practices rule - would have incorporated into
the National Organic Program welfare standards that were not based on science and that were outside the
scope of the Organic Food Production Act of 1990. The act limited consideration of livestock as organic to
feeding and medication practices.
"We'd like to thank Sec. Perdue and the Trump administration for listening to our concerns with the rule and
recognizing the serious challenges it would have presented our producers," said NPPC President Ken
Maschhoff, a pork producer from Carlyle, Ill.
NPPC raised a number of problems with the regulation, including animal and public health concerns and the
fact that animal production practices have nothing to do with the basic concept of “organic." NPPC also cited
the complexity the standards would have added to the organic certification process, creating significant
barriers to existing and new organic producers.
In withdrawing the rule, the U.S. Department of Agriculture determined the regulation exceeded the agency's
authority - something NPPC pointed out in comments on the rule - and that it would have had a greater
economic impact on farmers than originally estimated. The withdraw notice, which will be published in the
Federal Register next week, is subject to a public comment period.

NPPC Urges Reauthorization of Animal Drug Approval Law
NPPC Deputy Director of Science and Technology Dr. Dan Kovich participated in a briefing for staff of the
Senate Committee on Health Education, Labor and Pensions on reauthorizing the Animal Drug User Fee Act.
ADUFA provides user fees to supplement the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s rigorous and robust review
of animal drugs by providing additional resources for timely reviews of new animal drug applications. The law
must be reauthorized every five years. Kovich told staffers that more timely reviews ensure that pork producers
and their veterinarians have expedited access to new and innovative products for pigs, which help ensure
public and animal health.
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Legislative Update
NPPC Statement on Pork. The Other White Meat® Ruling
The U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia today issued a ruling on a suit
challenging the sale of the Pork. The Other White Meat® trademarks. The National Pork Producers Council
(NPPC) sold the trademarks to the National Pork Board in 2006. The following statement may be attributed to
Ken Maschhoff, an Illinois pork producer and president of the National Pork Producers Council.
“We are conducting a thorough review of the decision and evaluating our options. We are disappointed that the
court partially denied the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s motion to dismiss this frivolous lawsuit, one that
was never based on a legitimate legal challenge to a federally approved transaction but instead was brought by
an anti-meat activist group intent on eliminating meat consumption and harming a vast U.S. industry that
employs hundreds of thousands of Americans and feeds billions of people at home and abroad.
“NPPC enjoys the strong support of pork producers nationwide. Regardless of the final outcome in this case, we
are well positioned to continue fighting for the livelihood of farmers and others in rural America.”
The court’s decision followed a motion last January to dismiss the lawsuit filed by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA), which authorized the transaction as part of its oversight responsibilities under the 1985
Pork Act. The Pork Act set up the pork checkoff program and established the National Pork Board to
administer it. The USDA’s motion argued that the lawsuit, filed by the Humane Society of the United States
(HSUS) and two other parties, lacked merit, was barred by a six-year statute of limitations, that the plaintiffs
failed to establish standing to file the lawsuit or show that they were harmed by the sale of the trademarks, and
that the agency’s evaluation of the sale of the trademarks showed they provided significant value to the pork
industry.
HSUS and other plaintiffs – which included Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement, an activist group, and
a lone Iowa resident who is a member of this group – claimed that the trademarks were sold for an inflated
price. NPPC sold the assets, widely regarded as one of the most recognizable marketing brand assets in history,
for $35 million. A USDA-conducted study later valued the trademarks at between $113 million and $132
million.

Court Again Delays Emission Reporting Deadline for Livestock Farmers
On Feb. 1, The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit granted the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s motion for another extension of a farm emissions reporting deadline. NPPC and the U.S.
Poultry and Egg Association Monday filed a brief in support of the agency’s request that the court give farms a
delay in reporting air emissions from animal waste to May 1 from Jan. 22. (The court previously extended the
deadline to Jan. 22 from Nov. 15.) EPA’s request came after a letter was sent by 10 Democrat senators to the
agency stressing the need to provide farmers more time to sufficiently acquaint themselves with the new
reporting requirements.
In April 2017, the appeals court rejected an exemption for farms from reporting “hazardous” emissions under
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) and the Emergency
Planning Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA). CERCLA is a law that provides federal funding for cleaning
contaminant spills and uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous waste sites, while EPCRA requires entities to
provide reports on the storage, use and release of hazardous substances to state and local governments,
including first responders. Prior to the April decision, all farms were exempt from reporting emissions under
CERCLA, and only concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFOs) were required to report under EPCRA.
NPPC, along with other organizations, has been urging the EPA to issue clarifying guidance to farmers for
complying with the new reporting mandate.
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Your participation in the Strategic Investment
Program allows the National Pork Producers
Council and state organizations to enhance and
defend your opportunities to compete at home
and abroad.

National Pork
Producers Council

Strategic
Investment
Program

Mandatory
Pork
Checkoff

Negotiate for fair trade (import/export)
Fight for reasonable legislation
Fight for reasonable regulation
Inform and educate legislators
Provide producers direct access to
lawmakers
Proactive issues management with media
Secure and guide industry research
funding
Enhance domestic and global demand
Provide producer information and
education
Funding

$0.10/$100

$0.40/$100

YOUR VOLUNTARY INVESTMENT IS NPPC’S PRIMARY SOURCE OF FUNDING;
CHECKOFF DOLLARS CANNOT BE USED FOR PUBLIC POLICY FUNDING.

The National Pork Producers
Council (NPPC) conducts
public policy outreach on
behalf of its 44 affiliated state
association members
enhancing opportunities for
the success of U.S. pork
producers and other industry
stakeholders by establishing
the U.S. pork industry as a
consistent and responsible
supplier of high quality pork
to the domestic and world
market.
NPPC is primarily funded
through the Strategic
Investment Program (SIP), a
voluntary producer
investment of $.10 per $100
of value that funds state and
national public policy and
regulatory programs on
behalf of U.S. pork
producers.
For more information on
NPPC, visit www.nppc.org

NPPC Programs
PorkPAC – The political action committee of NPPC. The mission is to educate and support candidates at the
state and federal levels.
Legislative Education Action Development Resource (LEADR) – If you’re not telling your story,
someone else will! Your voice is needed in the halls of your state capital and in Washington, D.C.
Pork Leadership Institute – The Pork Leadership Institute combines the National Pork Board’s leadership
program (Pork Leadership Academy) with the NPPC’s PLI.
Swine Veterinarians – The U.S. pork industry is under mounting criticism from opponents of modern farm
animal production methods.
Internships – The NPPC Washington Internship Program is designed to give young leaders experience in
U.S. agricultural policy – legislative, political and regulatory – at the federal level.
U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance – The National Pork Producers Council is proud to serve as a board
participant on the U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance (USFRA).
We Care – As a united group, pork producers adopted a formal set of ethical principles that outline the
industry’s values and define how producers represent the industry every day on farms across America.
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Annual Producer Survey – 91% Support for Pork Checkoff
U.S. pork producers receive a positive return on their Checkoff investment, according to a 2017 study
conducted and released by Harry Kaiser, the Gellert Family Professor in the Dyson School of Applied
Economics and Management, Cornell University.
Additionally, 91 percent of pig farmers who took part in the annual producer survey in November acknowledge
their overwhelming support of the Pork Checkoff, with a record-low opposition of just 3 percent.

Return on Investment Study Highlights
An economic analysis of Pork Checkoff programs is commissioned every five years by the National Pork Board.
The study quantifies the returns generated by Pork Checkoff investments in research, pork promotion and
producer education programs. The latest results, published in 2017, cover 2011 to 2016 programs.
“It’s important to producers – those who directly fund the Pork Checkoff – to understand and quantify the
value of their investments,” said Terry O’Neel, National Pork Board president and a pig farmer from Friend,
Nebraska. “The results indicate a positive impact of all aspects of the Pork Checkoff, from conducting
production-focused research to growing consumer and export demand for pork.”
Specifically, the study documented a growing return on investment through defined benefit-cost ratios across
several key program areas from 2011 to 2016:






Production Research: Each dollar invested in production research to benefit on-farm practices yielded
$83.30 in producer value.
Foreign Market Development: Each dollar invested in developing foreign markets yielded $24.70 in
producer benefits.
Advertising and Non-advertising Promotion: Other pork promotion resulted in benefits of $14.20 for
advertising and $12.40 for non-advertising promotion.
Research to Grow Demand: Research on market drivers returned $8.30 for each $1 invested.
Net Result: Collectively, the overall return of Checkoff program activities is $25.50 for each dollar
invested.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture requires a return on investment analysis every five years. The 2001 to
2006 study showed an overall return of $13.80 to $1 invested, and the most previous study, released in 2012
for the time period of 2006 to 2011, found a return of $17.40 to $1 invested.
“This analysis provides a comprehensive review of program development, and more importantly, efficiency of
our Checkoff program administration,” O’Neel said. “The net return of 25 to 1 on Checkoff investments
demonstrates that we are meeting producer needs in the areas that drive sustainable production and grow
consumer demand.”

Annual Producer Survey Results
The Pork Checkoff also reports findings from a study that gauges producer support of the Pork Checkoff. Since
2002, the National Pork Board surveys producers annually to gain insight about the condition of the industry,
general attitudes on pig farming and their support of the Checkoff. The most recent survey of 550 pork
producers, conducted Nov. 6-16, 2017, showed that for the eighth consecutive year, pig farmer support for the
Checkoff has improved.
Support for the Checkoff remained at 91 percent, while opposition declined to a record low of 3 percent, which
is down from 4 percent in 2016.
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Other Highlights:






Right direction/wrong track: Producers grew in their industry optimism despite market supply
pressure and other issues they face. In 2017, 78 percent of producers said that the industry was heading
“in the right direction,” up from 76 percent in 2016. Only 12 percent said that the industry was “on the
wrong track,” an improvement from a 2016 score of 19 percent.
Support for the Pork Checkoff and general optimism of the industry was strongest among larger
producers, or those that marketed more than 80,000 pigs in 2017. Support from this group was 95
percent.
The No. 1 challenge facing producers was “managing hog health and disease,” which was a change from
2016’s No. 1 concern of “too many rules/regulations.”

Regarding awareness and support of the strategic plan, the primary Pork Checkoff goals resonated with the
random sample of producers surveyed. On a 10-point scale:





Build Consumer Trust rated a mean score of 8.95, up from 8.91 in 2016.
Grow Export Demand rated a mean score of 8.69. This was a new category this year since “Grow
Consumer Demand” was broken into two elements – export and domestic demand.
Grow Domestic Demand rated a mean score of 8.64, down from 8.70 in 2016.
Drive Sustainable Production rated a mean score of 8.28, up from 8.18 in 2016.

“These are the most positive results we have seen since we began the producer survey 15 years ago,” O’Neel
said. “The findings underscore the value that the Pork Checkoff team delivers day-in, day-out to the pig farmers
who fund the Checkoff. The results demonstrate that the board’s strategic goals are aligned with producers’
interest.

Welcome to the New pork.org
Finding information about all things pork recently got easier. In early December, the National Pork Board
launched its new website, consolidating more than 20 individual sites under the domain of pork.org.
The launch topped off work throughout 2017 by the Pork Checkoff’s digital strategy team on the consolidation
project. The result? For the first time, pork.org now serves as a single online resource for pork producers and
all of the Pork Checkoff’s key audiences.
“The overarching goal is to provide a single source of information at pork.org for all pork website users and to
give them an outstanding user experience,” said Kevin Waetke, vice president of strategic communications for
the Pork Checkoff and co-leader of the digital strategy team.
“Maintaining 20-plus websites previously was challenging, especially in efficiently developing and distributing
content,” said Amy Busch, web strategist for the Pork Checkoff. “The consolidation allows us to reduce
duplication by aligning Pork Checkoff information.”
She added, “With an improved search feature, visitors also can locate information they need in as few clicks as
possible.”

Site Reflects We CareSM
The site architecture is guided by the pork industry’s six We CareSM ethical principles. The homepage is searchdriven and easy to navigate so users – from producers to consumers –can quickly access the information they
seek.
The website supports the recent change in pork marketing with a focus on business-to-business engagement,
Waetke noted.
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Fact-Finding Mission Focuses on Asian Export Opportunities
From learning more about U.S. pork promotions to
seeing firsthand how consumers shop the supermarket aisles, the Pork Checkoff’s recent trade mission
to Japan and China focused on new and expanded
export opportunities for America’s pig farmers.
Pork producer leaders Terry O’Neel, Friend, Nebraska;
Steve Rommereim, Alcester, South Dakota; and Brett
Kaysen, Nunn, Colorado; along with senior staff Bill
Even and John Johnson, spent 11 days in Japan and
China in September to assess the market environment
for U.S. pork.
Asia-based U.S. Meat Export Federation (USMEF)
members accompanied the crew. The Pork Checkoff
works with the USMEF to research and develop new markets and expand the existing customer base for U.S.
pork.
“Pork is the most consumed protein in the world, which was obvious as we toured parts of Japan and China,”
said Even, who is the National Pork Board CEO. “It is important for us to see how pork is raised, processed and
promoted in Asia and understand each country’s unique marketing needs.”
The team met with pork processors, distributors, retailers and importers. “We gained valuable insights at every
stop, including at Japanese supermarkets,” said Rommereim, who is vice president of the Pork Board.
“Japanese shoppers are very engaged, studying purchases more than many Americans.” He added, “Many
shoppers picked up various cuts o f pork and intently studied their color and consistency. With limited
refrigerator space at home, buying their food is an everyday event. They focus on freshness and a good eating
experience.” While the U.S. faces record-breaking pork production, the Pork Checkoff must grow demand – not
only domestically, but also among top Asian customers.

Key U.S. Pork Markets
By volume (pounds), China/Hong Kong and Japan are currently the No. 2 and 3 U.S. pork export customers,
with a combined volume of 735,000 metric tons (or about 1.62 billion pounds). In terms of U.S. dollar value,
Japan is No. 1 and China/Hong Kong is No. 3, with $2.2 billion of pork exports combined. Value and volume
figures are according to USMEF data through October 2017. U.S. pork faces global pressure, according to Even,
with chilled pork from Canada viewed as high quality and the European Union looking to aggressively expand
in Asia since the Russia market closed. O’Neel, who serves as president of the National Pork Board, agrees.
“Marketing pork around the globe comes down to building long-term relationships and offering a safe,
dependable, high-quality product that is presented well to the buyer,” O’Neel said. “Consumers are encouraged
to experience U.S. pork through fun events and social activities.”
In Japan, Gochipo is the mascot and centerpiece of the USMEF’s marketing campaign that extols the virtues of
high-quality, delicious U.S. pork. The Pork Checkoff team toured AEON, a major Japanese retailer, during a
U.S. chilled pork promotion that featured Gochipo. “Japan is roughly the size of California, with a population of
120 million people and 61 percent of their food needs are imported,” Rommereim said. “The growing middle
and upper classes demand high-quality, fresh, convenient meat.” Japan can only meet half of its meat
consumption needs with domestic production, so imported pork products are critical. “My main takeaway from
the Japanese portion of the trip is that U.S. pork plays a vital role in the diet,” said Brett Kaysen, Pork Board
treasurer. “No matter the retail outlet in Japan – from discount to high-end – U.S. pork is present.”
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Team Learns about China
After five days in Japan, the Checkoff trade team moved on to China, where O’Neel and Even presented the
U.S. pork production perspective at the annual China Swine Industry Symposium. O’Neel spoke on managing
financial, environmental and labor risk in U.S. pork production. “The Beijing symposium was an outstanding
experience, and I was honored to represent America’s pig farmers and discuss the challenges we all face in
managing risk,” O’Neel said. “For example, China has a very volatile hog price cycle primarily because hog
prices are closely tied to the price of pork at the consumer level,” he said. “With more than 50 million
producers currently farming in China, you can imagine the wild price swings that can occur. Risk management
is fundamental to success.” At the symposium, Chinese presenters defined a few price risk management
solutions, which included transitioning from smaller, backyard production to large, modern, integrated
production techniques. They also discussed the role that China’s government programs and policies can play.
“China’s producers and consumers are a little uneasy about importing pork because self-sufficiency in food
production is a long-standing cultural norm there,” O’Neel said. “China currently imports 40 to 50 percent of
its soybean needs, and it does not want to be overly reliant on pork imports.”

Vast Market Offers U.S. Big Opportunities
China is a huge market for the United States both in terms of volume and opportunity, Rommereim noted.
“While China is 96 percent self-sufficient in pork production, we need to further our outreach efforts here,” he
said. “To keep things in proportion, 5 percent of China’s pork consumption is equal to the total annual U.S.
pork production.” He added, “China has an estimated 50 million pork producers. That’s how vast this market
is.” The trade team was impressed with the economic growth and infrastructure development that the trade
team saw in China. This level of growth can only point to greater dependence on foreign market imports, the
group concluded. “I envision cold pork storage experiencing dramatic growth as the Chinese population grows
and as the country continues to consume more meat,” Kaysen added. “Our job is to make U.S. pork truly
recognized in the meatcase at the retail level in China as much as it is in Japan.”

Lot of Food for Thought
“Through this trade mission, our leadership gained a greater understanding of the growing Asian market,
including where U.S. pork is doing well and where we can do more to improve,” O’Neel said. “While we all face
similar issues, food safety, environmental concerns and the growing cost of production clearly top the list of
Asia’s concerns.” O’Neel points to the fact that pork production costs are more than twice that of the United
States, largely due to the high cost of feed and less efficient production. Including both muscle cuts and variety
meat, U.S. exports have increased to 26.4 percent of total production. This growth is the result of developing
Asian customer relationships and working with USMEF and the National Pork Producers Council, O’Neel said.
“As the U.S. pork industry expands, our dependence on these markets becomes even more important and
valued,” Rommereim said. “Through increasing our level of knowledge of these markets, we are better qualified
to invest Checkoff dollars wisely to expand exports.”

Checkoff Collaborates with China on Pig Welfare
The National Pork Board recently participated in a joint meeting between the U.N. Food and Agriculture
Organization and the China Association of the Promotion of International Agricultural Cooperation (CAPIAC).
The International Cooperation Committee of Animal Welfare, a subgroup of the CAPIAC, focused on animal
welfare. At the conference, Sherrie Webb, director of animal welfare for the Pork Checkoff, shared U.S. pork
producers’ experiences with the Pork Quality Assurance® Plus program and the Common Swine Industry
Audit. She said both programs focus on continuous improvement tools and help ensure that animal welfare
remains a top priority. As a sign of collaboration, the secretary general of the ICCAW attended the Checkoff’s
Pig Welfare Symposium in November and presented a special pre-session discussion about China’s pork
industry and welfare-related issues.
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A Look Back Sheds Light on 2018
By Steve Meyer, Vice President for Express Markets, Inc. Analytics.
One of President Harry Truman’s frequent admonitions was “Study your history!” He was a firm believer in the
lessons that can be learned from a thorough understanding of the past. So am I. So, as we begin a new year,
some retrospection on the factors that have made the U.S. pork industry successful is in order.

Product Costs Were the Bugaboo of the 2000s
Subsidized and mandated production of corn-based ethanol pushed corn demand upward faster than U.S.
farmers could respond and prices rose sharply. Throw in the first real drought since 1988, and you end up with
2013 and 2014 costs that were nearly double those of 2006. But that’s all behind us, right? Yes, until the next
drought comes along, but even one drought likely won’t take us back to $80-plus costs. Three great crops in a
row have set up a good run of affordable feed prices and resulting low costs.

Demand Remains Strong
After a post-Atkins Diet slump was exacerbated greatly by the Great Recession, pork demand has come roaring
back, reaching its highest level since the
mid-1980s in 2015. The debunking of 1970s
and ‘80s hysteria over dietary cholesterol
and animal fats has given U.S. consumers
permission to eat things that taste good, and
pork fits the bill. Real per capita expe
nditures (RPCE) for pork hit record highs in
2015. While RPCE was lower in 2016, it has
held its own this year, which indicates that
domestic demand is solid. Continued
economic recovery bodes well for 2018.

Market Hog Numbers Continue to
Increase Faster than the Breeding
Herd
The obvious implication is that U.S. producers are getting more efficient. Also, the chart shows that the hog
cycle is, for all intents and purposes, dead. There is little variation in the size of the breeding herd, and the only
regular variation in hog numbers is a normal seasonal pattern.
The only exceptions to these statements since the late 1990s have been two animal health-related episodes. The
first was the introduction of circovirus vaccines in 2007 that enabled millions more pigs to reach market
weight. The downside of the vaccine’s introduction was that it, along with the higher grain prices mentioned
earlier, drove roughly 500,000 breeding anials out of production. The other animal health episode was, of
course, porcine epidemic diarrhea virus (PEDV) in 2013 and 2014. While tightened hog supplies were a boon
for prices, producers always put the welfare of the animals first and wouldn’t want to go through that
experience again.

Exports Are Once Again a Big Drive of Pork Industry Success
After rising steadily since the late 1980s, U.S. pork exports had stopped growing since 2011. Most analysts
expected 2017’s growth to be a modest 4-6 percent. But a surprisingly weaker U.S. dollar has helped exports
grow by 8.2 percent over 2016 levels through October, the last month for which data are available. If that rate
holds for November and December when new data is released, 2017 exports will set a new annual record near
5.8 billion pounds, carcass weight. Exports through October accounted for 26.4 percent of total U.S.
production.
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What About 2018?
The cost situation is pretty well set for this
crop year. Demand was on an upward
trajectory for the second half of 2017, and for
the year may end up higher than 2016.
Productivity continues to grow. The modest
rate of breeding herd growth in recent years
will still provide significantly more market
hogs barring a negative animal health event.
Both PRRS and PEDV are well controlled at
the moment but bear careful attention as the
winter progresses. Finally, a weaker U.S. dollar
that appears to be staying near its pre-2017
levels is a good harbinger for exports.
Production reductions in the European Union
will open up some opportunities. The question of “How much export business is too much – or too risky?” is
still present. But the industry knows rewards do not come without risk. Best wishes for a happy and prosperous
New Year!

U.S. Pork Exports Set New Volume Records in 2017
Pork variety meats surpass $1 billion in exports
In 2017, U.S. pork exports recorded the largest year ever in volume, with sales to more than 100 countries
around the world. U.S. pork and pork variety meat exports totaled 5.399 billion pounds valued at $6.486
billion, up 6 percent and 9 percent respectively from 2016.
“Exports continue to be an important piece of the puzzle for adding to producers’ bottom line,” said Craig
Morris, vice president of international marketing for the Pork Checkoff. “Recognizing the importance of
exports, the National Pork Board recently approved nearly $8.7 million for 2018 export market activities, the
most significant financial investment of Checkoff dollars in international marketing efforts to date. With more
high-quality U.S. pork available than ever, we are redoubling efforts to build on the momentum of the past
year.”
Pork variety meats were the shining star during 2017. Exports tied the 2011 record, with 82 percent of edible
variety meat exported. Pork variety meat exports totaled $1.17 billion, setting a new total value record and
surpassing $1 billion for the first time. Together, China and Mexico accounted for 86 percent of U.S. pork
variety meat exports. In 2017, total edible pork variety meat exports added $9.67 in value to every hog
marketed, according to the U.S. Meat Export Federation.
U.S. pork and pork variety meat exports accounted for 26.6 percent of total pork production, with 22 percent of
muscle cuts exported, in 2017. Export value returned an average $53.47 per head back to producers, up 6
percent from 2016.
The top six markets by volume were Mexico (1.768 billion pounds), China/Hong Kong (1.09 billion pounds),
Japan (868 million pounds), Canada (459 million pounds), South Korea (382 million pounds) and South
America (229 million pounds).
The top six markets by value were Japan ($1.626 billion), Mexico ($1.514 billion), China/Hong Kong ($1.078
billion), Canada ($792 million), South Korea ($475 million), and South America ($268 million).
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Antibiotic Stewardship Efforts Continue to Build
For America’s 60,000 pig farmers, 2017 was a
year that not only brought new antibiotic
rules, but saw a new level of producer
engagement and professionalism in the
industry’s ongoing work on antibiotic
stewardship.

Up to the Challenge
“Real change happened on pig farms across
the country in 2017 in response to the new
FDA guidance and to efforts to preserve the
efficacy of antibiotics,” said Dave Pyburn,
D.V.M., senior vice president of science and
technology for the Pork Checkoff.
“For the past two years, the U.S. pork industry has continuously improved its stewardship of medically
important antibiotics by ending their use for growth promotion,” Pyburn said. “Producers also are committed
to increased veterinarian oversight above what was already occurring on farms.”
According to Pyburn, the National Pork Board has not heard of any instances where the FDA had to take
enforcement action on a pork farm due to the new antibiotic use rules.
“This reinforces that pig farmers are instituting the new policies on their farms and are following the labels on
any antibiotics that they do need to use to treat illness or to prevent the spread of disease in pigs,” he said.
Along with updating longtime programs such as the Pork Quality Assurance® Plus, the Pork Checkoff continues
to seek new ways to foster greater antibiotic stewardship. Pork Board President Terry O’Neel, Friend,
Nebraska, points to ongoing collaboration with academia, governmental agencies and non-governmental
organizations as an example of being a leader in solving the complex global issue of antibiotic resistance.
“As pig farmers, we are keenly aware of the issue of antibiotic resistance,” O’Neel said. “We are dedicated to
working hard to preserve the effectiveness of antibiotics, both on the farm and in human medicine.”
The Pork Board has approved a Checkoff investment of more than $6 million for antibiotic-related studies
since 2000, including novel work on antibiotic usage standards and metrics.
“We’re serious about doing our part to curb antibiotic resistance,” O’Neel said.
The Pork Checkoff also has been active in its mission of education and outreach about how America’s pig
farmers are progressing on antibiotic stewardship.

A Year of Action
During 2017, the Pork Board hosted a live webcast that brought together experts in farming, veterinarian
medicine, retail and foodservice. The event drew more than 60,000 online viewers, with 400 pork producers in
the studio audience. To view a replay, go to RealChangeOnFarms.org.
The Pork Checkoff also participated in a panel discussion at the annual Global Ag Investing conference in New
York City to address the shared responsibility of antibiotic use in both animal and human health. Closer to
home, the Pork Board hosted an Iowa farm tour with 20 National Press Foundation journalist fellows.
From a producer perspective, O’Neel said 2017 was a major milestone in antibiotic stewardship, with farmers
taking proactive steps in pig management and biosecurity. He pointed out that these efforts increased the
health of pigs and reduced the need for antibiotics.
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“Implementation of the new rules on antibiotic use succeeded because pig farmers were aware of the coming
changes well ahead of implementation,” Pyburn said. “Many farmers already were moving to increased
stewardship of antibiotics and closer veterinary oversight of pig health protocols prior to the implantation of
the FDA guidance.”
While 2017 was successful on the antibiotic stewardship front, Pyburn advises producers to continue to review
their farm protocols with an eye toward reducing the overall need for antibiotics. This can be through providing
a clean and comfortable pig-rearing environment, following enhanced biosecurity protocols, providing good
nutrition, administering vaccinations and checking animals to ensure their health.
“Before 2017, some detractors expected chaos on our farms, but we proved them wrong,” O’Neel said.
“America’s pig farmers did what we always have done. We practiced good antibiotic stewardship,
demonstrating our ongoing dedication to doing what’s right for people, pigs and the planet. It’s a commitment
that doesn’t change.”

FDA Report on Antibiotics Validates Work by U.S. Pig Farmers
America’s 60,000 pig farmers continue to do what’s right on the farm for people, pigs and the planet when it
comes to demonstrating their commitment to antibiotic stewardship. That’s why last week’s findings in the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration’s 2016 Summary Report on Antimicrobials Sold or Distributed for Use in FoodProducing Animals came as no surprise, but as a validation of the hard work U.S. pig farmers have put in to
reduce the overall need for antibiotics while still protecting the health and welfare of the pigs under their care.
“This report, which still is based on sales and not actual usage, supports what we already know at the farm
level—we’re using fewer antibiotics overall today because we’re committed to reducing the need for them while
protecting the health and welfare of our animals,” said National Pork Board President Terry O’Neel, a pig
farmer from Friend, Nebraska. Veterinarian Dave Pyburn, vice president of science and technology at the
National Pork Board, says the new report must be viewed for what it is—an estimate of antibiotic use and not a
literal measure of use at the farm level. He also points out the inherent size and longevity differences between
cattle, pigs and poultry when looking at antibiotic use. Different species will obviously face additional health
challenges due to longevity. For example, a broiler chicken typically goes to market in about six weeks, whereas
for pigs it’s about six months and for beef cattle it’s 18 months.
“Unfortunately, the FDA report is not truly reflective of overall antibiotic usage by species because the
pharmaceutical companies don’t record sales by species,” Pyburn said. “Secondly, the report does not include
species-specific data regarding ionophores in its results, making its estimate about which species use more
antibiotics than another less than precise. For example, pig farmers use almost no ionophores, but poultry and
beef producers use a fair amount of that class of antibiotics.”
Despite its species-specific shortcomings, the FDA report clearly shows that the overall usage of antibiotics in
livestock is the lowest since 2009. According to the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics reports, America’s
pig farmers produced over five million more market hogs in 2016 than in 2009 and market weights increased
by 16 pounds in that period. Those figures suggest that today’s pig farmers are using far less total antibiotics
per pound of pork produced.
According to Fowler, the National Pork Board’s work with researchers on creating novel on-farm antibiotic use
metrics will advance more quickly in 2018 since much of the groundwork has been completed.
From a farmer perspective, O’Neel said 2017 has been another milestone in antibiotic stewardship. “While
some of our detractors may think it’s only legislation or new rules that move us to act, we know differently,” he
said. “The data that we are seeing in this FDA report shows that livestock producers were reducing the need
and usage of antibiotics prior to the enactment of the FDA guidances going into effect on January 1. It also
reflects our ongoing dedication and competency as pig farmers to practice good antibiotic stewardship.”
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Growing the Farm Team
Pig Farmers of Tomorrow program encourages young people to lead.
Kyle Coble admits he’s no social media sensation, although metrics for his Facebook Live pork production
videos hint that there’s more to the story.
“Reading the responses to my Facebook Live videos was really
fun,” said Coble, a 2017 Pig Farmer of Tomorrow winner. He
also is a swine nutritionist and senior manager of production
strategies for New Fashion Pork, Inc. in Jackson, Minnesota.
“For someone who is a long way from being a social media
star, it was remarkable to have more than 10,000 views and
hundreds of positive comments on those videos,” Coble said.
“It really gives you a sense of the impact you can have in
sharing pork’s message.”
This positive impact has defined the Pork Checkoff’s Pig
Farmers of Tomorrow program since it debuted in 2017. This new award recognizes future farm leaders, ages
18 to 29, who intend to make pig farming their life’s work and are committed to the U.S. pork industry and to
raising pigs using the We CareSM ethical principles.
Three award recipients were selected in the program’s inaugural year, including Coble; Logan Thornton, who
runs a farrow-to-finish farm near Kuna, Idaho; and Maddie Schafer, a seventh-generation farmer from
Goodhue, Minnesota. Her family operates a 1,600-sow farm, a 600-sow farm and seven replacement gilt
development barns.
“I’ve met all the 2017 Pig Farmers of Tomorrow, and they are very impressive,” said National Pork Board
President Terry O’Neel, Friend, Nebraska. “It’s exciting to see young people get involved in this great program,
which is a ‘farm team’ to help develop new leaders for the pork industry,” O’Neel said. “I wish I’d had this
opportunity when I was their age.”
The three 2017 Pig Farmers of Tomorrow credit several aspects of the program with improving their leadership
skills.
“Approaching conversations from a listener’s perspective is often more effective. It’s not agreeing with them;
it’s sharing what we do.” – Kyle Coble Jackson, Minnesota

Expanding Social Networks
One of the best parts of the Pig Farmers of Tomorrow program is connecting with people you might not
otherwise meet, said Thornton, who was part of a social media panel at World Pork Expo with fellow pig
farmers Brad Greenway from South Dakota and Erin Brenneman from Iowa.
“It was great to be included on the PQA Plus® task force,” Thornton said. “I’ve made connections with people
with a wide range of knowledge about raising pigs, which will serve as a lifelong resource.”

Shattering Myths
Coble has enjoyed sharing his version of today’s pig farming as a Pig Farmers of Tomorrow winner. “Often the
ag industry is plagued by a misconception that we aren’t on the cutting edge of technology. It’s the complete
opposite. We have a lot of smart people who challenge the status quo and make us better.”
“My Pig Farmers of Tomorrow experience has given me the tools and skills to tell our farm’s story in a way
that truly makes a difference.” – Maddie Schafer Goodhue, Minnesota

Moving Beyond the Comfort Zone
Schafer appreciated the chance to attend the National Pork Industry Forum last March. She also conducted a
Facebook Live tour of her family’s farm for the Real Pig Farming Facebook page and spoke at the Illinois Pork
Leadership Institute. She also was trained as an Operation Main Street (OMS) speaker and has worked with
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OMS staff and the South Dakota State University Swine Unit to put together virtual tours of pig barns for
presentations nationwide. “When you’re able to move beyond your comfort zone, that’s when true growth
happens,” Schafer said. “I can certainly say I grew as a person with this experience.”

Having Fun
Thornton has participated in Snapchat “takeovers” where he showcased his farm to the hundreds of people who
follow the Pork Checkoff’s #RealPigFarming social media account. “I’ve done this a number of times and have
really enjoyed it,” said Thornton, who noted that the Pig Farmers of Tomorrow program has strengthened his
commitment to sharing his story through social media. “Sometimes farming can be a lonely endeavor, but
sharing the farm with others makes it fun.”
“I’ve made connections with people with a wide range of knowledge about raising pigs, which will serve as a
lifelong resource.” – Logan Thornton Kuna, Idaho

Communicating Like a Leader
Coble says that the Pig Farmers of Tomorrow program has made him more aware of his communication style,
especially with non-farm audiences. “Approaching conversations from a listener’s perspective is often more
effective,” he said. “It’s not agreeing with them; it’s sharing what we do.” Schafer agreed, saying that the
program has equipped her to share pork’s story more effectively. “I’m proud of our family farm of more than
130 years,” Schafer said. “My experience has given me the tools and skills to tell our farm’s story in a way that
truly makes a difference.” Coble encourages other young people to apply, saying, “We need bright, young
professionals to carry the pork industry to the next level.”

Iowa Pig Farmer Appointed America’s Pig Farmer of the Year
The National Pork Board has named Leon Sheets, a pig farmer from
Ionia, Iowa, as America’s Pig Farmer of the Year® for the remainder of
2017-18 program year. The previous winner, Leslie McCuiston, stepped
down after taking a new position in the agricultural industry where she
will not directly work with pigs, which is an ongoing requirement for the
role.
“With the unexpected change, the National Pork Board reached out to
our America’s Pig Farmer of the year judging panel,” said Terry O’Neel,
a pig farmer from Friend, Nebraska, and president of the National Pork
Board. “The panel unanimously voted to elevate Sheets, a finalist from last fall, with the move adopted and
supported by all members of the National Pork Board.”
Raising pigs has been a life-long passion for Sheets, who started farming with his grandfather when he was a
young child. Sheets raises 33,000 pigs on his farm in northeast Iowa, where he focuses on animal care and
environmental sustainability. With the help of his employees, son and wife, Sheets also grows corn, soybeans,
hay and cover crops.
“Working with pigs has been a rewarding profession,” Sheets said. “Every morning I wake up to new
challenges, along with knowing what to expect when I head to the barns,” said Sheets. “Living on a farm is
more of a lifestyle than simply a job. I look forward to sharing my passion and experience with others.”
The annual award recognizes a pig farmer who excels at raising pigs using the We CareSM ethical principles and
who connects with today’s consumers about how pork is produced.
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Not Too Late: Pork Checkoff Offers Influenza Defense Tips
Although this winter’s influenza season is now in full force in both
the human and swine populations, it’s not too late to follow key
biosecurity and health protocols to keep yourself, farm personnel
and your herd healthy and influenza-free.
“We strongly recommend that farm workers and those who may be
around pigs get an annual influenza vaccination,” says swine
veterinarian Lisa Becton, Pork Checkoff’s director of swine health
information and research. “This step can help reduce the risk of
getting sick and bringing influenza to the farm or workplace. In
addition, it demonstrates the industry’s We Care ethical principle is
in action to help protect employees, animals and public health.”
On the farm personnel front, Becton advises producers to review their farm’s sick-leave policy closely as
influenza is typically more transmissible in its early stages than it is later during a typical bout with the illness.
“People may remain contagious for up to five to seven days after getting sick, so that’s why it’s so crucial that
employers have a sick-leave policy that encourages those experiencing symptoms of influenza-like illness to
stay home.”
On the animal side, Becton urges producers to work with their herd veterinarian to have and follow a strict
biosecurity plan that includes a comprehensive whole-herd swine vaccination program. Influenza A virus in
swine (IAV-S) is a major threat to animal health. Steps to prevent the spread of influenza through herd
vaccination can help to maintain healthy pigs.
At the farm level, producers have additional procedures that can mitigate flu transmission. These include
maintaining good building ventilation and good hygiene, maintaining solid bird-proofing of buildings and
using farm-specific clothing and footwear. Where available, swine workers should use shower-in/shower-out
facilities. For all farms, strengthen the use of personal protective equipment. Wearing items such as N-95
respirators and disposable gloves, practicing frequent hand washing and avoiding touching your eyes, nose and
mouth areas all help to reduce the potential for flu transmission.
Swine health experts also advise producers not to overlook untreated surface water as a potential reservoir of
influenza virus on the farm. This is especially true if wild or domestic waterfowl make use of it, as they are
known to transmit influenza viruses. For this reason, producers should ensure that any pig drinking water does
not come from these sources.
“It’s extremely important for producers to monitor their herds’ health status every day,” Becton says. “If you
suspect influenza has infected your animals, contact your herd veterinarian immediately so you can take action
quickly to manage any sick pigs and keep diseases such as influenza from spreading.”
Key on-farm actions to take if flu is suspected can include submitting swine samples, such as nasal swabs, to a
veterinary diagnostic laboratory. Ongoing surveillance, in cooperation with USDA and the diagnostic
laboratories, is very important to be able to understand what strains of influenza are occurring in the national
swine herd and to learn if current vaccines available for swine can protect against those viruses. (See Producers
Guide to Influenza Surveillance.)
Becton adds, “By taking the appropriate steps to protect both public and animal health against influenza,
producers are clearly putting the We Care principles into action.”
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Obituary
John "Johnny" Greber Jr., 1974 - 2018
Former member of CPPA, John Greber Jr. died in early January in a farming accident on the family ranch in
Idaho. He was 44.
The Jerome County Sheriff's Office reported that Greber, of Hazelton, Idaho, was moving bales of hay with a
tractor when the accident occurred.
A third-generation farmer, Greber, 44, grew up on his family's cattle and hog ranch in southern Sacramento
County. He moved to Idaho in 2009 with his parents to continue ranching and working cattle. Before he
moved, Greber was an active member of the California Pork Producers Association, Sacramento County Farm
Bureau Board of Directors and also a member of Young Farmers & Ranchers.
Friends described him as a true cowboy who loved to laugh and sing county music. He was also known for
entertaining others as a cowboy poet, with inspiration coming from his daily routine as a rancher and cowboy.
Johnny Greber is survived by his parents, John and Carleen Greber of Idaho, sister Lisa Greber and spouse
Gina, and many extended family members.
The family asked that donations be made in memory of Johnny Greber Jr. to local 4-H clubs or Future Farmers
of America programs. In honor of third-generation farmer John "Johnny" Greber Jr., who died in a farming
accident Jan. 6 at his family ranch in Idaho, the J. Greber Scholarship will soon be established at his alma
mater, Elk Grove High School.
Funds from this effort will provide scholarships to deserving Future Farmers of America students.
Donations for the scholarship at Elk Grove High School can be sent to: Elk Grove High School FFA, Attn.: Mike
Albiani, 9800 Elk Grove-Florin Road, Elk Grove, CA 95624. Checks can be written to Elk Grove FFA.

We CareSM
Every individual throughout the pork supply chain has a role in building and maintaining
trust in the industry. From facility owners to animal caretakers to drivers who transport
hogs, everyone has the responsibility to do his or her part to demonstrate a commitment to
responsible pork production. This begins with a pledge to uphold a core set of ethical
principles. These principles make clear the industry’s values in food safety, animal wellbeing, worker safety, community outreach and protection of both the environment and public health.
The We CareSM initiative was launched in 2008 as a joint effort of the National Pork Board, the National Pork
Producers Council (NPPC) and state organizations representing farmers. We Care is a proactive, multifaceted
initiative to promote responsible practices in all areas of farming and is a commitment to continuously evaluate
and improve our methods.
The effort has two fundamental messages: First, it strongly encourages farmers and employees to understand
and consistently use best practices in raising animals. Second, We Care is a promise to the public that as an
industry, America’s pig farmers are committed to responsible and ethical animal agriculture. We understand
trust is something that must be earned. Through the We Care initiative, we hope to earn the public’s trust by
making this industry better for all concerned — animals, farmers, food industry partners and consumers
worldwide.
The pork industry already offers numerous programs, including Pork Quality Assurance® Plus (PQA Plus®)
and Transport Quality Assurance® (TQA®), to support animal well-being and maintain a safe, high-quality
supply of pork. The We Care initiative ties everything together to help the public view the pork industry as a
self-regulated business that earns the trust of others. To learn more go to www.pork.org/about/we-care/.
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