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In light of the global spread of African swine fever (ASF) that
could have a devastating effect on the pork industry, the
National Pork Board has developed this toolkit as a quick
reference guide on all materials related to biosecurity and
foreign animal diseases for the show pig industry.
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The biosecurity messages discussed in this toolkit are for pig
health and diseases only affecting pigs.
The many layers of biosecurity can be overwhelming. While
education and training are essential, protocols must be
executed properly and consistently. To build a biosecurity
culture on the farm, everyone on your farm must understand
why certain procedures matter and the potential fallout if they
aren’t followed.
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KEY AFRICAN SWINE FEVER FACTS
•

Pork is safe to eat. African swine fever is not in the
United States. U.S. pigs are not affected by the
African swine fever (ASF) outbreaks in other countries,
to date.

•

African swine fever is a viral disease impacting only
pigs, not people --- so it is not a public health threat
nor a food-safety concern.

•

The USDA does not allow importation of pigs or fresh
pork products into the U.S. from areas or regions of
the world that are reported positive for the ASF virus.

•

For a full list of producer resources and tools about
foreign animal diseases such as ASF, please click
on pork.org/FAD or call the Pork Checkoff at 1-800456-7675.
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BIOSECURITY: AN ESSENTIAL PIECE OF TODAY’S
HERD-HEALTH PUZZLE
Keeping pigs healthy and growing is priority
No. 1 on pig farms, with biosecurity arguably
playing the most critical part in good swine
health management. Pig farmers have
made tremendous progress in identifying
effective biosecurity practices and in better
understanding disease pathogens, but
biosecurity remains an area of continuous
learning.

Bioexclusion – Preventing the introduction
of disease pathogens into a herd, site or
country from an outside source.
Biocontainment – Preventing a pathogen
from escaping one herd or site and
spreading to expose another herd or site.
It is about limiting the number of farms
infected by a disease.

“Swine diseases that we know about challenge
biosecurity protocols every day,” said Lisa
Becton, DVM, director of swine health
information and research for the Pork Checkoff.
“But it’s the diseases that we don’t yet know
about or face that raise the stakes.”

to expand to include biocontainment and
bioexclusion.”
She added, “Biocontainment would be
especially important in relation to a marketlimiting disease, such as foot-and-mouth
disease. Put another way, biocontainment is
about protecting the health of the broader
industry.”

Diseases including porcine epidemic diarrhea
virus (PEDV) and Seneca Valley virus, and
foreign animal diseases such as African swine
fever (ASF), are providing valuable lessons. Not
only have they tested the limits of tried-and
true biosecurity protocols, but they also have
challenged the need to find new or additional
ones.

Effective biocontainment requires a few specific
steps, such as contacting your veterinarian
immediately if you see something new or
different within your herd.
“An early diagnosis offers the best chance to
minimize disease spread,” Becton noted. “It’s
also important to determine the epidemiology of
the disease and how it got to your farm.”

“The federal rule changes for on-farm antibiotic
use, biosecurity and other animal-health
protocols are growing in importance,” Becton
said. “Today, the biosecurity discussion needs

DRAW A STRICT LINE OF SEPARATION
“If you don’t have a ‘line of separation’ on
your farm and maintain it, you don’t have
biosecurity,” Becton said.
“In fact, you may need to set up several lines
within a site, because biosecurity is not just
about exposure from the outside, but also the
lateral spread of disease.”

Don’t bring disease to your home farm.
For example, when going home after the
completion of the show, be sure to wash and
disinfect all show equipment prior to leaving
the grounds. Isolate any returning show pigs
from any pigs that may be on your farm 14 to 21
days, and work with your herd veterinarian for
disease monitoring.

At its most basic, a line of separation
designates the outside (contaminated) area
and the inside (clean) area. Think in terms of
drawing a line in the sand – a point at which
certain parties must not cross.

The take-home message? There are steps you
can take to prevent bringing potential diseases
back to your farm. Clean and disinfect your
equipment and trailer, and isolate pigs to
monitor for signs of disease.
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BIOSECURITY VIDEOS

The Exposition Biosecurity Panel Video

Biosecurity Video

1:35 minute animated video

45:42 minute video

Highlights what show exhibitors can do before,
during and after a show to protect biosecurity.

This panel was held on Thursday, June 5, 2019
prior to the grand drive. They discussed the
importance of biosecurity on farms and at shows,
fairs and exhibitions.
Panelists include: Benny Mote, University of
Nebraska; Mike Doran, Swine Genetics International,
Iowa; Doug Albright, Zoetis Animal Health and
Albright Swine Farm, Michigan; Daniel Hendrickson,
DVM, Stoney Creek Veterinary Services and
Consultation, Indiana
Moderator: Brett Kaysen, Assistant Vice President,
National Pork Board.

BIOSECURITY SOCIAL GRAPHICS
The Biosecurity Social Graphics (16 graphics) align with the biosecurity video which can be used on
social channels to share the message of biosecurity.
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BIOSECURITY RESOURCES FOR EXHIBITORS
Returning Home
The implementation of a biosecurity plan does not stop at the end of a
show. Taking biosecurity precautions when you return home is just as
important as those you take before and during the show.

What is biosecurity?

Bi - o - se – cu- ri- ty (bahy-oh-si-kyoor-i-tee) Biosecurity steps to consider when you return home:
Biosecurity means doing everything you can to reduce
the chances
• Clean,
disinfectof
and dry all equipment that was
an infectious disease being carried onto your farm by taken
people,
animals,
to the
show including trailers, even if the
show was terminal
equipment or vehicles.

• Isolate any returning pigs from your home herd

withthe
your veterinarian to determine the
Biosecurity is a combination of management practices designed• toWork
prevent
length of time for isolation and for any health
introduction and transmission of diseases and disease-causing agents into a herd.
testing requirements
Procedures that are typically associated with a biosecurity plan include barn
• Monitor returning pigs daily for signs of illness
sanitation, rodent control, worker and visitor entry policies and general
farm
and alert
your veterinarian if you have concerns
security measures.
about your herd’s health
• If your pigs do get ill, it is very important to

As you become involved
in showing swine, it is
important to understand
the impact that you can
have on the health of all
pigs. By incorporating
a biosecurity plan, you
are helping to ensure
the health of your pig
throughout your project.

allow those pigs to fully recover before going to
But what does biosecurity mean for me?
another show
• Biosecurity begins when you purchase your pig and is a continuous
process
for the lifetime of your farm and pig project.
• Biosecurity involves working with experts who…
» Can help you understand how to prevent exposure to diseases and keep
your pig healthy.
» Help you develop a written biosecurity plan specifically for your farm.

Biosecurity AreA

stop
Keep out

Developing and
following a biosecurity
plan is the best way
to prevent and control
the spread of swine
diseases!

If you notice any health problems in your pigs,
be sure to contact your veterinarian as soon as
possible. Your veterinarian will work with you
to develop a treatment schedule.
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Champions Guide for
Youth Swine Exhibition

16-page booklet

A healthy swine herd starts
with raising healthy pigs at
home. And raising healthy
pigs stares with biosecurity.
This booklet is intended for
youth exhibitors of all ages
and levels of experience. In
it, you will find recommended
biosecurity guidelines to
follow on the farm and when
taking pigs to fairs and
exhibitions.
Download a PDF or order
multiple printed copies of the
Champions Guide at the
Pork Store.
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Pork Checkoff Passport
6-page booklet

The Pork Passport is a way
for exhibitors to track their
pigs’ movement. Keeping
track of movement is crucial
in the event of a disease
outbreak.
Download a PDF of the
Passport at the Pork Store.
Keep s
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Swine Health
Recommendations:
for Youth Exhibitors

BIOSECURITY is a critical step to keep your pigs
healthy… BEFORE, DURING and AFTER a pig show.
Following these easy steps can keep your animals healthy and protect
pigs across the country from getting sick.

2-page fact sheet

BEFORE THE SHOW follow these steps:

• If a pig is sick, call your veterinarian and do not attend a fair or exhibition.
• Before going to an exhibition, clean and disinfect your show box,
equipment and truck and trailer.
ü Clean, disinfect and dry all equipment to be used
ü Use disinfectant according to its label

Keep Your Pigs Healthy
1-page sheet

DURING THE SHOW take these simple steps:

• Keep your pen area clean and do not share equipment with other
exhibitors.
• Wash your hands often with soap and running water before and
after you have contact with animals. If soap and water are not
available, use an alcohol-based hand rub.
• Monitor your pigs for any signs of illness
• Report any illness to the veterinarian on-call.

AFTER THE SHOW when you come home:

• Quarantine your pigs and watch for signs of illness
• Clean and disinfect your trailer and all
equipment (show boxes, feed pans, etc.)

Biosecurity is critical to
keep your pigs healthy… before, during and
after a pig show. Following these easy steps
can keep your animals healthy and protect
pigs across the county from getting sick.
Also available as a 4 x 6 Card

With all the animals being
commingled at an exhibition,
show or sale, spreading
disease is a risk. The
recommendations lists
apply to all swine at an
exhibit or sale that are physically on the premise.
Having a plan in place to identify and handle sick
animals properly will help reduce the chance of
disease spread.
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BIOSECURITY RESOURCES FOR ORGANIZERS
Swine Health
Recommendations:
for Organizers of Swine
Exhibition and Sales

Swine Health
Recommendations:
Biosecurity for
Organizers of Weigh-in
or Tagging Events

2-page fact sheet

2-page fact sheet

FOREIGN ANIMAL DISEASE RESOURCES
PEDV Biosecurity
Resources Book
(for FAD preparation)
48-page book

In this book, PEDV
Resources, you will find
some practical steps created
by working groups of
industry experts designed to
help you reduce the risk posed by PEDV to your
pigs. Whether it is enhancing your biosecurity
protocols or rethinking the relationship with your
veterinarian, there are plenty of good tips and
reminder in this booklet.

Foreign Animal Disease Barn Posters
5 poster kit

This kit, found at the Pork Store, has one of each
of Checkoff’s foreign animal disease educational
resources. Include sturdy, barn friendly wall
charts. Also included are two factsheets on
what to do in case of a foreign animal disease
is confirmed in the United States and FAD
preparation checklist.

Download a PDF or order multiple printed copies
of the PEDV Biosecurity Resources Book at
the Pork Store.

Pork Industry Guidelines:
Hosting International
Visitors

USDA ASF Infographics

1-page fact sheet

Protect Your Farm
Using Biosecurity

These guidelines apply to
U.S. organizers hosting
international visitors that
will tour farms, packing and
processing plants, live and/
or wet markets, research facilities, laboratories
or any other location where there is a likelihood
that cross-contamination could occur directly or
indirectly between the traveler and animals, fresh
animal products or animal excretions.

Know the Signs and
Symptoms
Don’t Bring it Home
Don’t Spread This
Deadly Disease
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