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Meat Industry Cannot Block California
Animal Protection Law: U.S. Judge
A federal judge in Los Angeles refused to stop California from enforcing a
voter-approved measure requiring farmers to provide more space for animals
being raised for food.
U.S. District Judge Christina Snyder ruled on November 22 that the North
American Meat Institute (NAMI), whose members include processors such as
Tyson Foods and retailers including Walmart, did not deserve a preliminary
injunction against enforcing the measure known as Proposition 12.
Approved last November, the measure set minimum space requirements for
calves raised for veal, breeding pigs and egg-laying hens, and forbade the sale
of veal, pork or eggs from animals enclosed in too little space.
The Meat Institute had argued that enforcement would hurt producers and
consumers by increasing food costs, and violated the U.S. Constitution’s
Commerce Clause by requiring out-of-state producers to comply or face the
sales ban.
Snyder, however, said the measure “applies evenly no matter where
production takes place” and found “no serious argument” that it substantially
burdened interstate commerce, even if it denied the trade group a “preferred,
more profitable method of operating in a retail market.”
Sarah Little, a spokeswoman for the Meat Institute, on Monday said the group
was disappointed with the decision and may appeal. The lawsuit was filed on
October 4, 2020.
California Attorney General Xavier Becerra, whose office defended the
measure, called Snyder’s decision “a victory for ensuring that the food we
consume comes from animals who are cared for as humanely as possible
under the law.”
The Meat Institute’s more than 700 members include packers and processors
such as Cargill, JBS USA, Smithfield Foods and Wegmans, as well as Chipotle,
Target and Amazon.com’s Whole Foods.
The case is North American Meat Institute v. Becerra et al, U.S. District Court,
Central District of California, No. 19-08569.
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CPPA 2020 Show Pig Scholarship Recipients
Congratulations to the following individuals for being selected for this
year’s Show Pig Scholarship.
A huge Thank You to the following CPPA members for donating a market
pig for these juniors to exhibit at their county fair and providing
assistance to these juniors in raising their show pig.
Recipient

Sponsor

Giuliana Bernat

Golden State Genetics, Turlock

Melissa Martinez

GenerationX Farms, Livingston

Raul Mendoza

Sierra Nevada Pork, Caruthers

Alejandro Ramirez

Thomas Hay & Livestock, Sutter

Kaci Schmidt

Ottenwalter Show Pigs, Colusa

Mark Your Calendar…
Pork Spectacular is June 20 - 21, 2020
This year’s Pork Spectacular will be held on June 20 - 21, at the Merced
County Fairgrounds. Show information and entry forms will be posted at
www.calpork.com in March 2020.

Annual Meeting & Banquet is June 20, 2020
Make plans to attend CPPA’s annual meeting and banquet on Saturday,
June 20, 2020 at the Merced County Fairgrounds.

Show Your Support Your CPPA
Classic snapback trucker hat with CPPA logo
Available in Black or Brown, $15.00 each plus shipping & handling

Alan Rios
show.generationx@gmail.com
Livingston, CA
Heather Thomas
heatherthomas68@gmail.com
Sutter, CA

To order contact the CPPA office at 916-514-8255 or info@calpork.com.

Executive Director
Erica Sanko
erica@calpork.com
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Member News
National Swine Registry: The 2020 Exposition Announcement
On November 8, 2019, the National Swine Registry (NSR), Certified Pedigreed Swine and American Berkshire
Association announced that the 2020 Exposition will be held June 7-13, 2020 in Indianapolis, Indiana at the
Indiana State Fairgrounds. This change was a strategic decision to help mitigate a negligible risk of Foreign
Animal Disease (FAD) with the live swine show that was previously held in conjunction with the World Pork
Expo. All shows, sales, contests and events will proceed as normal. NSR appreciates everyone's patience and
understanding as the organizations work collaboratively to update membership regarding the event.
The National Swine Registry, Certified Pedigree Swine and the American Berkshire Association will remain
committed to upholding the highest standards of health regulations and biosecurity procedures at The
Exposition.
To stay informed, please visit www.nationalswine.com, NSR social media platforms, subscribe to the National
Swine Registry e-blast list or contact the NSR office.

NPPC Lois Britt Memorial Scholarship
The National Pork Producers Council is pleased to announce the 2020 Lois Britt Memorial Pork Industry
Scholarship, which is sponsored by CME Group and the National Pork Industry Foundation and is managed
and administered by the National Pork Producers Council.
Ten $2,500 scholarships are awarded to students annually who intend to pursue a career in the pork industry
with hopes that they may emerge as pork industry leaders themselves someday. The scholarships are focused at
undergraduate students in a two-year swine program or a four-year college of agriculture.
All entries must be submitted by January 3, 2020 to be accepted. Details can also be found online at
www.nppc.org/programs/scholarships.

Friends of the California State Fair Scholarship Program
Grow your college fund by applying to the Friends of the California State Fair Scholarship Program.
Applications are being accepted from now until March 3, 2020.
Last year, The Friends of the California State Fair awarded over $51,000 in scholarships to graduating high
school seniors and college students.
Check out CAStateFair.org/Scholarship for more information and apply by Tuesday, March 3, 2020.
The Friends of the California State Fair Scholarship Program is a collaborative effort between the Friends of the
California State Fair, the California Exposition and State Fair, the California State Fair Agricultural Advisory
Council, the Ironstone Concours Foundation, Blue Diamond Growers and Western Fairs Association. This
program seeks to motivate California's well-rounded students by awarding scholarships to a diverse set of
backgrounds and majors.

Warm wishes from our family to yours for a Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
- CPPA Board of Directors & Staff!
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Legislative Update
NPPC Launches 'Pork O' Clock' Campaign to Highlight
Importance of USMCA Agreement
Nov. 7, 2019 - The National Pork Producers Council (NPPC) launched a dynamic new campaign, "It's Pork O'
Clock Somewhere," to highlight the importance and benefits of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada (USMCA) trade
agreement. The campaign focuses on pork and the many ways it's enjoyed across North America.
"Ratification of USMCA is the top priority for U.S. pork producers and there is no better way to highlight its
importance than a campaign that illustrates how pork is enjoyed across United States, Canada and Mexico,"
said David Herring, NPPC president and a pork producer in Lillington, N.C. "A USMCA agreement provides
much-needed market certainty for U.S. pork producers, ensuring zero-duty market access to two of our largest
export markets."
Last year, more than 40 percent of U.S. pork exported went to Canada and Mexico. The campaign thanks
lawmakers for making USMCA ratification this year a priority and highlights the history behind pork-related
dishes in the United States, Mexico and Canada.
For example, tacos al pastor from Mexico have origins in the Lebanese method of cooking meat on a spit,
referred to as shawarma. The tacos are a staple in Mexico City, where taco shops and stands line the streets.
Last year, the United States sent more than 770,000 tons—worth $1.3 billion—of pork to Mexico.
To learn more about NPPC's campaign, visit www.porkoclock.org.

Pelosi: USMCA Vote May Slip to Next Year
While indicating she was eager to complete passage of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada (USMCA) trade agreement,
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) tempered expectations on Nov. 22, saying a vote may not occur until
next year. "I'm not even sure if we came to an agreement today that it would be enough time to finish [this
year], but just depends on how much agreement we come to," she said. The U.S. House is in recess for the
Thanksgiving holiday and there are a limited number of days that Congress is in session through the end of the
year. Pelosi met with U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer and House Ways and Means Committee
Chairman Richard Neal (D-Mass.) to discuss the progress of USMCA ratification. No agreement was reached,
but a spokesman for Pelosi said the meeting was productive. "Progress was made in narrowing the differences,
and work continues. We can reach an agreement on USMCA when the Trade Representative makes the
agreement enforceable for American workers." Several issues, including labor enforcement, remain unresolved.

Bill Introduced to Provide Greater Flexibility to Livestock Haulers
Reps. Angie Craig (D-Minn.) and Lloyd Smucker (R-Pa.) introduced legislation on Oct. 31 that would give
farmers and ranchers more flexibility when transporting live animals and perishable goods. Specifically, the
Responsible & Efficient Agriculture Destination Act (H.R. 4919) would make it possible for drivers hauling live
animals and perishable goods to finish their routes if they are within 150 air miles of their destination.
Additionally, the bill allows this exemption to be utilized year-round rather than only during harvesting
seasons. Original co-sponsors of the bill include Reps. Bob Gibbs (R-Ohio), John Garamendi (D-Calif.), Doug
LaMalfa (R-Calif.) and Cindy Axne (D-Iowa).
NPPC supports this common-sense legislation to provide regulatory relief to livestock haulers. Similarly, NPPC
supports the Department of Transportation's Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration's proposal to
increase flexibility for truckers, including livestock haulers. The Hours of Service (HOS) of Drivers proposal
revises rules around the amount of time truckers can drive their loads and when they are required to rest
between drives.
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Legislative Update
USDA To Issue Second Tranche of Trade Relief Payments
On Nov. 8 the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will proceed with its second
tranche of trade relief payments to American farmers as a result of retaliatory tariffs, USDA Secretary Sonny
Perdue confirmed. "We just have gotten authorization on the second tranche. We'll be getting it ready hopefully
at the end of this month or early December," he said.
In May, the agency announced it would again provide payments under the Market Facilitation Program, valued
at $16 billion. As part of the trade relief payments, eligible U.S. pork producers would receive $11 per head
based on inventory between April 1-May 15, 2019. Additionally, the agency would make pork purchases of
$208 million to support its programs for the food insecure.
The first round of payments was issued in August and Perdue indicated a third tranche may not be necessary.
"We're very hopeful that the China negotiations can come to a favorable conclusion. The numbers that we're
talking about right now would be very beneficial to our agricultural producers. We're hopeful that trade would
supplant any type of farm aid needed in 2020," he added. NPPC is grateful to the administration for providing
partial relief, as hog farmers have incurred significant losses due to lingering trade disputes.
For more information on the Market Facilitation Program, visit www.farmers.gov/manage/mfp.

China Invites U.S. Trade Officials to Beijing for New Round of Talks
China's top trade negotiator has invited U.S. officials to Beijing for further trade talks. The invitation was made
during a phone call in mid-November, inviting U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer and Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin to China. U.S. negotiators have indicated a willingness to meet, but it's unclear if the
two sides can do so before China's preferred deadline. As previously announced, an interim trade deal between
China and the U.S. would include a pledge for China to buy $40 billion-$50 billion in U.S. agricultural
products, including pork. A trade deal between the two countries is NPPC's top priority, and we are urging the
U.S. to press China to permanently exclude U.S. pork from all tariffs in China for five years.

House Committee Approves AG Labor Bill
The House Judiciary Committee approved legislation on Nov. 20, that attempts to address the severe labor
shortage in U.S. agriculture. H.R. 4916, the Farm Workforce Modernization Act, would expand the H-2A
foreign guest worker program and provide a path to legalization for farm workers. The bill, whose original
sponsors are Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-Calif.) and Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.), is headed to the House floor for
further action. The measure creates a new "Certified Agricultural Worker" (CAW) program that grants legal
status to workers with at least 180 days of agricultural employment over the last two years, establishes a capped
H-2A program for employers seeking to bring in temporary workers to fill year-round needs, and dedicates an
additional 40,000 green cards per year for agricultural workers.
The U.S. pork industry is suffering from a serious labor shortage both on farm and in packing plants. Without
visa reform to support a sustainable workforce, production costs will increase, leading to higher food prices for
consumers. While NPPC applauds the lawmakers for jumpstarting this critical conversation, we view the bill as
an incomplete fix. Although NPPC fully supports opening the H-2A program to year-round labor, the bill
unnecessarily caps the year-round visas at just 20,000. A cap of the year-round program unfairly biases
seasonal agricultural industries over hog and other livestock producers that need more than just seasonal
workforces. The measure further disadvantages pork producers by reserving half of the year-round H-2A visa
for the dairy industry. Finally, the bill's changes only apply to labor on farms and not in plants.
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National Pork
Producers Council

Your participation in the Strategic Investment
Program allows the National Pork Producers
Council and state organizations to enhance and
defend your opportunities to compete at home
and abroad.
Strategic
Investment
Program

Mandatory
Pork
Checkoff

Negotiate for fair trade (import/export)
Fight for reasonable legislation
Fight for reasonable regulation
Inform and educate legislators

NPPC is primarily funded
through the Strategic
Investment Program (SIP), a
voluntary producer
investment of $.10 per $100
of value that funds state and
national public policy and
regulatory programs on
behalf of U.S. pork
producers.

Provide producers direct access to
lawmakers
Proactive issues management with media
Secure and guide industry research
funding
Enhance domestic and global demand
Provide producer information and
education
Funding

The National Pork Producers
Council (NPPC) conducts
public policy outreach on
behalf of its 44 affiliated state
association members
enhancing opportunities for
the success of U.S. pork
producers and other industry
stakeholders by establishing
the U.S. pork industry as a
consistent and responsible
supplier of high quality pork
to the domestic and world
market.

$0.10/$100

$0.40/$100

YOUR VOLUNTARY INVESTMENT IS NPPC’S PRIMARY SOURCE OF FUNDING;
CHECKOFF DOLLARS CANNOT BE USED FOR PUBLIC POLICY FUNDING.

For more information on
NPPC, visit www.nppc.org

NPPC Programs
PorkPAC – The political action committee of NPPC. The mission is to educate and support candidates at the
state and federal levels.
Legislative Education Action Development Resource (LEADR) – If you’re not telling your story,
someone else will! Your voice is needed in the halls of your state capital and in Washington, D.C.
Pork Leadership Institute – The Pork Leadership Institute combines the National Pork Board’s leadership
program (Pork Leadership Academy) with the NPPC’s PLI.
Swine Veterinarians – The U.S. pork industry is under mounting criticism from opponents of modern farm
animal production methods.
Scholarships – The NPPC offers a number of scholarships for students intending to pursue a career in the
pork industry.
U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance – The National Pork Producers Council is proud to serve as a board
participant on the U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance (USFRA).
We Care – As a united group, pork producers adopted a formal set of ethical principles that outline the
industry’s values and define how producers represent the industry every day on farms across America.
CALIFORNIA PORK PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
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Pig Farmers Embrace Responsible Antibiotic Use Every Day
America’s 60,000 pig farmers are dedicated to raising healthy animals to ensure a safe food supply. Today, that
commitment means placing a high priority on using antibiotics responsibly for the health of people, pigs and
the planet. As this year’s U.S. Antibiotic Awareness Week and World Antibiotic Awareness Week, Nov. 18-24,
America’s pig farmers want to highlight their ongoing efforts to achieve excellent antibiotic stewardship and
their determination to always seek improvement.
“Using antibiotics responsibly is something that pig farmers are doing every single day,” said David Newman, a
pig farmer from Arkansas and the National Pork Board president. “Antibiotic Awareness Week is a good time
to reinforce this stewardship by reviewing herd-health plans and the best practices found in the Pork Quality
Assurance® Plus (PQA Plus®) certification program. It’s also a good time to involve all animal caretakers and
continue to raise their awareness about the role they play in responsible antibiotic use.”
Directed by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the annual U.S. Antibiotic Awareness
Week raises awareness of antibiotic resistance risks and the importance for all sectors – human health, animal
health and the environment – to use antibiotics responsibly. An estimated 300 organizations participated in
Antibiotic Awareness Week, including federal agencies, health departments, professional societies,
corporations and advocacy groups. The CDC’s year-round effort included its education program – Be
Antibiotics Aware: Smart Use, Best Care – that addresses all antibiotic uses (#BeAntibioticsAware).
“Resolving antimicrobial resistance is a shared goal across human, animal and environmental sectors and a
great example of the One Health global initiative,” said Heather Fowler, DVM, director of producer and public
health for the Pork Board. “All of the different antibiotic-user groups came together and are committed to
addressing antimicrobial resistance. For their part, U.S. pig farmers are thinking innovatively about how they
can help ensure that antibiotics remain effective for everyone.”
Fowler points to the industry’s PQA Plus program as a practical way to address all areas of on-farm pig
production, including a section dedicated to responsible antibiotic use, public health and animal care. Now in
its third decade, PQA Plus trains and certifies pig farmers and their employees on best practices.
Antibiotic research is another priority for U.S. pig farmers. Through their national Pork Checkoff, nearly $2.5
million has been dedicated to antibiotic research over the past five years. Just this year, $400,000 in Checkoff
funds were dedicated to research antimicrobial resistance and on-farm antibiotic use.
To further leverage research dollars, the Pork Board recently joined the International Consortium for
Antimicrobial Stewardship in Agriculture (ICASA), a public-private partnership created by the Foundation for
Food and Agriculture Research. Among its objectives is to advance research on antimicrobial stewardship in
animal agriculture. ICASA’s membership includes businesses throughout the supply chain, such as
McDonald’s, JBS and Tyson.
Throughout the year, the Pork Board maintains a direct relationship with the CDC, participating in meetings,
presentations and direct dialogue on antimicrobial issues. In fall 2018, the CDC established the AMR
Challenge, asking organizations to commit to specific plans to combat antimicrobial resistance. The Pork Board
designated education and outreach activities, which included a farm tour this past summer for public health
officials.
“We brought the public health officials to a farm to see pig production firsthand and to see how pig farmers use
antibiotics responsibly every day,” Fowler said. “The farm tour, which we hope to conduct again in 2020, also
encouraged open dialogue.”
“Pig farmers have a positive story to tell, and Antibiotic Awareness Week is a good opportunity to share our
message with the public,” Newman said. “From herd-health strategies to biosecurity measures, to daily care
and management, we are committed to continuous improvement and doing what’s right for the health of
people, pigs and the planet.”
WWW.CALPORK.COM • November/December 2019
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The Cloning of Livestock in Agriculture
By Meghan Garren, CPPA Jr. Director
Imagine the ideal sow. For years she has produced more piglets than any
other sow on the farm, given birth without difficulties, and stayed healthy
when the rest of the herd fell ill. However, her reproductive life is coming
to an end. The farmer that owns her now has one of two decisions to make.
He can either, biologically copy the sow or risk losing the genetics he has
depended on for so long.
Biologically coping is more commonly referred to as cloning. According to
the Webster dictionary, “cloning is an individual grown from a single
somatic cell or cell nucleus and genetically identical to it.” Recently I
conducted a survey of 130 people that consisted of both consumers and producers about their views on cloning.
I found that a startling 88% of the people surveyed believed that cloning is an artificial process done strictly in
a lab, when in reality only half the process is lab based. Another 52% believed that cloning is a new technology.
However, cloning has been happening since 1952 with Briggs and King cloning frogs using somatic cell nuclear
transfer, or SCNT. SCNT has been used countless times over the last decade to create both animals for
production and competition. Perhaps the most famous of these cloned animals is Dolly the Sheep. Dolly was
brought to life by researchers who isolated a somatic cell, removed the nucleus, and then transferred the
nucleus and the DNA it carried into the egg cell of a surrogate sheep. After using an electrical current to fuse
the membranes of the egg and the somatic cell, it looked and acted just like a freshly fertilized egg. From there
it developed into an embryo after it was implanted into the surrogate mother. 152 days later, Dolly entered the
world.
To find out the most current uses of cloning in agriculture, I contacted Diane Broek of Trans Ova Genetics, and
interviewed her about ideas surrounding cloning and the operation she conducts in Sioux, Iowa. Trans Ova
Genetics mostly deals in the cloning of livestock species, so the questions I asked were based on how
biologically copying could affect the agricultural industry. Broek stated that the biggest advantage of cloning
livestock in agriculture that she can see, would be the qualities we could instill into our herds. She stated that,
“we have cloned young animals that had died that would have helped herd genetics. Animals that were
previously inaccessible such as barrows and animals that have carried desired, rare traits, including disease
resistance.” During the conversation, I voiced my own concern as to whether the reason these animals had died
would be passed onto their cloned heirs. Broek reassured me that the likelihood of this happening was very
rare. The reason behind this was because the way SCNT works. Health issues will not be cloned if they were
acquired after birth, and as long as the surrogate does not have any underlying disease. For example, if a boar
died of Microplasma Pneumonia and was cloned, the clone would not be born with pneumonia, as it was not a
genetic defect in the donor’s DNA.
However, as with all technologies, cloning does have it own set of concerns. The number one concern is the
debate over whether cloning is an ethical practice. Since the day Dolly was introduced to the public in 1997, this
debate has been a raging source of controversy. Many believe that cloning is morally wrong and goes against
the natural workings of our world. What determines that something is ethical, and what is not? The answer to
that question is dependent on each person’s point of view. What one person may believe is ethically and
morally right may be very different from what the people in the next room believe to be ethical and morally
right.
When putting the ethicalness of cloning into retrospect let’s look to another scientific contention; Stem Cell
research. Stem Cell research has been happening since 1981, and offers great promise for new human
treatments and developments. However, the process involves the use of embryonic stem cells and amniotic
CALIFORNIA PORK PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
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fluid. When comparing this research to the research of cloning one startling difference arises. Stem Cell
research creates embryos to use and then dispose of them, while cloning creates embryos to develop the
agricultural industry and promote better genetics.
On average, Trans Ova Genetics gets 300 customers annually banking genetics of only their most elite animals.
These animals are the future of the agricultural industry based on the idea that they could help compensate for
the population growth crisis. According to the United Nations, by 2050 the world's population is supposed to
reach 9.7 billion people. 3.4 billion more than there are now. Agriculturists have the chance to clone their
animals that are faster maturing, produce more uniform quality meat, and dairy animals that produce higher
average amounts of milk. The opportunities cloning could open up for the agricultural industries are endless.
Just like the sow, many impressive genetics could be introduced into herds worldwide. Imagine what the food
markets will look like in future years when we can still breed to animals that were the most elite to grace our
industry.
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Pork Exports Higher Year-over-Year but Down from Summer
Pace
Since Mexico removed its 20% retaliatory duty on U.S. pork in late May, exports have rebounded significantly
but not yet to the record-large, pre-tariff levels posted in 2017 and early 2018. September exports to Mexico
were down 1% year-over-year in volume (56,467 mt), but value increased 7% to $97.6 million. Through the first
three quarters of the year, exports were down 10% in volume (529,776 mt) and 9% in value ($919.4 million).
Although dramatically higher than a year ago,
September pork exports to China/Hong Kong
pulled back from the large totals posted over the
previous two months as China’s domestic pork
supplies felt increasing pressure from African
swine fever (ASF). September volume was 51,192
mt, up 158% from a year ago, while value
increased 123% to $115.6 million. For January
through September, exports to China/Hong Kong
were up 47% in volume (407,514 mt) and 25% in
value ($833.5 million).
The U.S. pork industry stands to benefit
significantly from the U.S.-Japan trade
agreement, which will bring tariffs on U.S. pork in line with those imposed on major competitors such as
Canada and the European Union. Japan remains the leading value destination for U.S. pork, but September
volume was down 8% to 27,812 mt and value fell 5% to $116.2 million. Through September, exports to Japan
trailed last year’s pace by 6% in both volume (278,352 mt) and value ($1.14 billion).
January-September highlights for U.S. pork include:
•

While September exports slowed to mainstay market Colombia and to the region as a whole, pork
exports to South America were still 24% above last year’s record pace in volume (114,535 mt) and 26%
higher in value ($287.9 million). Chile has been South America’s growth pacesetter in 2019, with
exports climbing 60% in volume (33,992 mt) and 53% in value ($97.6 million). The U.S. is now Chile’s
largest pork supplier and opportunities continue to expand as more Chilean pork is exported to China.

•

A strong September performance pushed pork exports to Central America 16% above last year’s record
pace in volume (67,982 mt) and 19% higher in value ($165.1 million). Exports trended higher to
Honduras, the largest Central American destination for U.S. pork, and Guatemala, Panama, Costa Rica
and Nicaragua have achieved excellent growth in 2019.

•

Exports to Oceania continue to reach new heights, climbing 37% from a year ago in volume (85,557 mt)
and 33% in value ($243 million), with impressive growth in both Australia and New Zealand.

•

While ASF has impacted pork production in Southeast Asia, especially in Vietnam but more recently
spreading into the Philippines, lower domestic prices have affected the ASEAN region’s demand for
imports. U.S. shipments to the ASEAN dropped sharply in September and through the third quarter
trailed last year’s pace by 15% in volume (41,905 mt) and 23% in value ($95 million). However, pork
and hog prices have started to trend higher in Vietnam and the European Union’s pork exports to
Vietnam were record-large in August, suggesting potential for larger U.S. exports in coming months.

Source: U.S. Meat Export Federation
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Pork Market Updates
U.S. Pork Production Forecast to Continue Record Pace
U.S. pork production is on a record pace for 2019. The Livestock Marketing Information Center (LMIC) is
forecasting 2019 pork production at 27.6 billion pounds, up 4.7% over 2018. Much of the growth is attributed
to the impressive efficiency gains in pigs per litter which was reported at 11.11 from the latest September 1
USDA-NASS Hogs and Pigs report. The number of sows farrowing has remained steady at about 6.4 million
head on a quarterly basis. Looking into 2020 and 2021, sow farrowings and productivity are expected to
increase. Pork production is forecast to continue on a record pace for 2020 and 2021 reaching 28.6 (up 3.8%)
and 29.3 billion pounds (up 2.3%), respectively.
Much of the current questions surrounding U.S. pork markets pertain to growing foreign demand for U.S. pork
products. Weekly USDA Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) export data has recently led to more noise in the
market but there is still the signal of a global shortage of pork supplies in the market due to African Swine
Fever (ASF). Official monthly USDA pork export data through August is reporting 3.3% growth over last year.
The LMIC is forecasting 2019 pork exports at 6.4 billion pounds (up 9.2%) with large fourth quarter shipments
to Asian markets expected to materialize. For 2020 and 2021, exports are forecast at 7.0 and 7.2 billion pounds,
respectively. Exports are expected to continue accounting for upwards of 25% of total U.S. pork production.
Increased pork exports coupled with steady growth in domestic consumption will support hog prices for the
remainder of 2019 and into 2020 and 2021.The LMIC is forecasting base slaughter hog prices to finish out
2019 ranging from $68-$69 per cwt (up 6.2%) on a carcass basis. Prices will increase moderately in 2020
ranging from $69-$73 per cwt (up 3.6%) and 2021 is forecast at $70-$76 per cwt (up 2.8%).
Source: Livestock Marketing Information Center

Pork Demand Climbs in Third Quarter
Third quarter pork posted year-over-year gains in the Meat Demand Index calculated by the Livestock
Marketing Information Center (LMIC). That index is a measure of changes in domestic consumer demand.
Retail pork demand posted a large jump in the third quarter increasing to 106 from last year’s 93 value. Pork
demand in the third quarter has been much less cyclical than beef. The third quarter of 2019 was the highest
for that quarter during the LMIC reference timeframe (back to 2000). From 2000 to 2004 the retail pork
demand index ranged from 94 to 102. After that, values dipped, reaching into the 70’s. Third quarter values
between 2005 and 2014 were under 90. Since 2015 the third quarter index has stayed above 90.
Although it seems clear that pork over the last five
years have seen positive shifts (i.e., the demand
curve moved outward), pork has had the most
improvement so far this year. All three quarters of
2019 have shown strong year-over-year gains in
the pork consumer demand index.
Annual retail pork demand index has remained
relatively flat over 2015-2018. This year that
annual figure should increase substantially from
the high 90’s of the last four years.
Source: Livestock Marketing Information Center
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National Pork Board Study Defines China’s Growing Need
for Protein
New research details ways that U.S. pork can fill
China’s immediate protein gap.
A new report from the National Pork Board (NPB) digs into
the growing short- and long-term protein needs facing China
and how U.S. pork can position itself to meet that demand.
The new report, Pork 2040: China Market Assessment,
also reveals the impact that African swine fever (ASF) is
having on both China’s short- and long-term protein needs
and how the Chinese pork industry and supply chain will
change as a result.
The research study was conducted by Gira, a global research firm, using Pork Checkoff dollars and funds from
the U.S. Department of Agriculture Foreign Agricultural Services Emerging Markets Program (EMP). It
outlines critical insights that exporters of U.S. pork can use now to position themselves for long-term success in
the Chinese market.
“Pork is a critical part of the Chinese diet with per capita consumption nearing 88 pounds (Carcass Weight
Equivalent (CWE)) per person per year,” said Norman Bessac, vice president of international marketing for the
Checkoff. “This report will help exporters position U.S. pork as the supplier of choice, thereby building value
for all U.S. pork producers.”
According to the report, pork consumption in China peaked in 2014 and will continue to see a slow decline as
the Chinese population grows to its highest level in 2030. As the availability of other proteins – specifically fish,
chicken and beef – increases along with increased disposable income, consumers will look to diversify centerof-the-plate protein options.
According to the research, U.S. pork is poised to help fill the urgent short-term protein needs that ASF is
creating in China due to the decrease in China’s domestic pig population. However, by 2025 Chinese pork
production will have rebounded, and farms will have had time to rebuild and become more modern. The report
outlines key steps that pork exporters can take now to increase exports to China in the short-term and defines a
strategy to meet long-term demands. A few highlights from the report include:
•

Short-term – With the current ASF outbreak, the U.S. export industry will need to work hard to
capitalize on the potential market share it can garner. The demand in the short term will be for pork
cuts, variety meats and carcasses. Exporters also should use the benefit of time to build loyalty with
both Chinese processors and consumers.

•

Long-term – As 2025 approaches and Chinese domestic production rebounds, Chinese pork will replace
most of the import growth seen during the ASF outbreak. However, U.S. exporters can use these next
five years to build customer relationships, value around their products and to differentiate themselves
as a preferred supplier in the long-term.

“The Pork Checkoff is committed to adding value for pork producers,” said David Newman, a pig farmer
representing Arkansas and president of the National Pork Board. “One of the ways to build value is to expand
U.S. pork exports in developed and emerging markets. This market research and future studies will help key
decision-makers to define and develop these markets.”
The full report is available at www.pork.to/international. The Pork Checkoff collaborated with the U.S. Meat
Export Federation and the National Pork Producers Council on the Pork 2040 study.
CALIFORNIA PORK PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
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Butchers Play a Key Role in Drawing More Hispanic Shoppers
Into the Store
The world of retail grocery is one of increased competition – especially
from online shopping options. Online food and beverage sales are expected
to jump 23% this year as sites like Amazon grab a growing share of the
household brands and staples sold in the center aisles.
According to a 2017 Acosta study, Hispanic shoppers report making an
average of 3.1 stock-up trips at the grocery store each month, while total
U.S. shoppers average 2.7 stock-up trips. Being relevant to this consumer
group gives you more opportunities to keep more foot traffic in store.
So how do we differentiate retail stores and draw in more Hispanic
consumers? The service at the meat counter plays a huge role in the
shopping experience.
Hispanic shoppers are drawn to ethnic grocery stores and bodegas (neighborhood corner stores) that give them
the in-store experiences they desire. One of the biggest advantages these stores offer is the ability to interact
with customers in Spanish, especially with the carniceros (butchers). Hispanic butchers — especially those who
share the same cultural identity and affinities of their customers — understand the cuts and preparations used
in authentic dishes, and can offer relevant suggestions and advice. As a result, the relationship between the
carnicero and their customer is invaluable.
With the U.S. Hispanic consumer segment set to surpass more than $1.7 trillion in buying power (per Nielsen)
mainstream grocery stores need to quickly identify strategies that will help them gain relevancy (and keep it)
among Latino shoppers. Here are four additional ways to add more value:
Cut to the Customer’s Specifications
Hispanic consumers are more likely to use ribs as an ingredient rather than a center-of-the-plate item. They
want loin cut in chunks for dishes like carne frita con mofongo, costillas en salsa verde, or adobado al horno.
Make your butcher counter a welcoming place where customers can ask for thinner cuts, have their meat cut or
have bones removed.
Pre-Seasoned Meal Solutions
Offer meal suggestions with seasonings and sauces for those recipes, and promote the butcher’s ability to help
customize pork cuts for those dishes. The simple step at the butcher count can shave minutes off of the
customer’s meal prep time, and go a long way toward building greater loyalty.
Special Orders
Whole suckling pig is probably not something every store might be able to stock in its meat case year-round,
but having a Hispanic butcher on staff can help Hispanic customers find these special orders they need for
holidays or special family events.
Custom Packaging
Whether the customer wants to feed a large family gathering or just needs a few cuts for a weeknight meal,
highlighting the butcher’s ability to customize the package size is a plus for Hispanic shoppers who seek out
value.
The meat counter can be a key draw for retailers to differentiate their store and provide an experience Hispanic
consumer will seek out.
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NAHMS Gearing Up to Survey Swine Operations in 2020
NAHMS will take in-depth look at large and small swine
enterprises in separate studies.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture's National Animal Health
Monitoring System (NAHMS), in collaboration with USDA's National
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), is gearing up to conduct two
national studies of U.S. swine operations: the "NAHMS Swine 2020
Small Enterprise Study" and the "NAHMS Swine 2020 Large
Enterprise Study."
According to the NAHMS launch materials, the small enterprise
study is the third to take an in-depth look at swine operations with fewer than 1,000 pigs, while the large
enterprise study will be the sixth look at operations with 1,000-plus pigs. Both studies are meant to provide
new information regarding health and management practices of the U.S. swine industry, NAHMS said.
The small enterprise study will ask about 5,000 swine operations from 38 states (including California) to
participate, and the large enterprise study will select 2,700 operations from 13 of the top swine-producing
states, which represent 90% of U.S. swine operations with 1,000 pigs or more.
NAHMS noted that small enterprise swine production is a growing sector of the industry due to its role as a
primary supplier of many niche-market products. Study objectives include:
•
•
•
•

Describe the current health and production practices on small enterprise operations;
Describe trends in swine health and disease management practices on small enterprise operations;
Characterize movement, mortality and slaughter channels on on small enterprise operations, and
Examine differences in marketing practices and movements on small and large U.S. swine operations.

NAHMS said the objectives for the large enterprise study were developed from focus group discussions with
representatives of the National Pork Board, the National Pork Producers Council and the American Association
of Swine Veterinarians as well as input from industry stakeholders via an online survey.
The large enterprise study objectives include:
•
•
•
•

Describe current U.S. swine production practices related to housing, productivity, biosecurity and
morbidity and mortality prevention;
Determine the producer-reported prevalence of certain pathogens in weaned market pigs;
Describe antimicrobial stewardship and use patterns, and
Evaluate the presence of select economically important pathogens, and characterize isolated organisms
from biological specimens.

"NAHMS is a great tool to better understand the burden of disease in the U.S. swine herd. It also provides data
for further analyses and characterization of different populations within the industry, which ultimately
provides insights into disease trends. Participating will contribute to the representativeness of the study," said
Dr. Cesar Corzo, associate professor and Leman chair in swine health and productivity with the University of
Minnesota department of veterinary population medicine.
The small enterprise study will run from June 2020 to August 2021, and selected producers will be mailed a
letter and questionnaire in June 2020. NASS will contact selected large enterprise operations in July and
August 2020 to complete a questionnaire. Participation in any NAHMS study is voluntary, and information
provided in the questionnaires is kept confidential, with data presented only in aggregate or summary, NAHMS
said.
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Historical significance
According to background information provided by NAHMS, past NAHMS swine studies have contributed to
the industry in the following ways:
•

Trend data collected between 1990 and 2006 by four NAHMS swine studies documented the decline
and virtual elimination of trichinae in commercial market swine and showed a corresponding decrease
in the use of production practices that contribute to trichinae infection (such as feeding uncooked food
waste to swine). NAHMS developed informational sheets on toxoplasma and trichinae that were used in
industry discussions with trading partners to provide objective, national-level data on the low
prevalence of these parasites in swine.

•

Estimates from NAHMS swine studies are used to develop national African swine fever and classical
swine fever disease spread models for the USDA Centers for Epidemiology & Animal Health (CEAH).
Population estimates from NAHMS studies inform the structure of the models’ swine population
estimates that describe both the sourcing of pigs and where they go when they leave a farm, both of
which are the basis of live animal movement parameters that influence the rate of disease spread. The
validity of the CEAH national models depends on the quality of data used to build the models, and
national estimates provided by NAHMS studies have been an important component of that effort.

•

Data from NAHMS swine studies from 1995 to 2012 were used to compare scenarios using estimated
economic impacts to the swine industry of a decrease in the prevalence of swine dysentery.

•

During the initial U.S. outbreaks involving porcine epidemic diarrhea virus in 2013 and porcine
deltacoronavirus in 2014, NAHMS assisted with the initial epidemiologic investigations.

•

Utilizing data from two NAHMS national swine studies, academia were able to provide the swine
industry with an estimate of the economic cost of porcine reproductive and respiratory syndrome,
which gave the industry baseline data to use in efforts to regionalize and/or eradicate this costly
disease.

•

The NAHMS 2006 and 2012 national swine studies, along with the "Antimicrobial Use & Stewardship
on U.S. Swine Operations, 2017" study, provided insight into the use of antimicrobials in feed and water
before and after the Food & Drug Administration's Veterinary Feed Directive regulations went into
effect in 2017.

•

Fecal specimen samples collected from NAHMS national swine studies are examined to isolate bacteria
considered to be animal and foodborne pathogens. Not only does NAHMS generate information on the
prevalence of these pathogens on farms, but an assessment of antibiotic resistance profiles is also
conducted. Biologic sampling such as this generates aggregate and trend data important to an
increasingly active research agenda on antimicrobial use and resistance.

•

The NAHMS 2006 and 2012 national swine studies also examined the prevalence and profiles of
circovirus strains before and after development of a porcine circovirus 2 vaccine.

More information on the studies can be found on the NAHMS website at
www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/monitoring-and-surveillance/nahms.

Did You Know… When Christopher Columbus headed to Cuba in 1493, Queen Isabella insisted that he
take eight pigs. However, Hernando de Soto is dubbed the “father of the American pork industry.”
In 1529, the explorer landed in Tampa Bay, Florida, with America’s first 13 pigs on board.
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Traveling Abroad? 5 Ways You Can Protect the Pork Industry
Traveling can be stressful, there’s no question about it. And now with heightened security protocols due to
increased foreign animal disease pressure, it’s more important than ever to know your role. Headlines of
travelers being deported from Australia have brought more attention to the efforts the global pork industry is
making to keep African swine fever (ASF) from spreading further.
At present, ASF has never been reported in the U.S., Canada, Australia or New Zealand. One of the most
important things you can do to help protect the U.S. pork industry is to be a good traveler. But, what does that
mean for you? Here are five tips to protect the pork industry and minimize your travel stress.
1. Decrease risk of fomites.
Select clothing and shoes that you only use for international travel. If you will be on a farm or have contact with
animals, markets or raw meat products, buy cheap shoes and clothing that you can leave in the country before
returning to the U.S. When you return to the U.S., wash any clothing items you took overseas immediately in
hot water and dry with hot air to kill any pathogens that may be present. Use disinfectant wipes to wipe down
your luggage and any objects that were with you overseas. After items have dried, wipe them down a second
time and let them dry.
2. Don’t bring any pork or pork products back with you.
This may seem obvious, but don’t carry back any food or other pork products – even dried pork or pork sticks.
3. Declare it.
After visiting a farm or traveling in a country that’s positive for ASF or any other foreign animal disease,
declare this information to U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) via written form, airport kiosk or
verbally. Then you should be diverted for an ag secondary screening by a CBP ag specialist. If this doesn’t
happen, demand that it does.
4. Contact SHIC if you aren’t diverted for secondary screening.
If travelers are not diverted for secondary screening after declaring they have been on a farm or in contact with
animals in an ASF or other foreign animal disease positive nations, Paul Sundberg, DVM, executive director of
the Swine Health Information Center (SHIC), asks the pork industry to assist with these efforts by emailing the
following information to psundberg@swinehealth.org:
-Your name (optional – please specify if you do NOT want your name shared)
-Country (or countries) visited
-Date and time of return
-Airline and flight number
-Arrival airport
-Declaration method (written form, kiosk or verbally)
-Customs and Border Patrol employee name, if possible (displayed on right side of shirt)
-Any other pertinent circumstances
5. Plan for downtime.
The National Pork Board recommends a minimum of 5 nights of downtime after international travel before
returning to a farm in the U.S. However, make sure you know each operation’s protocol. Many groups are
including a safety factor of additional nights off-farm upon return to the U.S. ASF is a disease of swine and is
not a food safety or public health risk.
To learn more about ASF, visit www.pork.org.
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African Swine Fever Risk Means It’s Time for Action
The African swine fever (ASF) outbreak in China and in many other
countries around the world is wreaking havoc on the international pork
industry. Fortunately, ASF is not in the U.S. at this time, but the
possibility of it or another foreign animal disease (FAD), means that
American pig farmers must take the necessary steps to protect their farms
and the domestic pork industry. As U.S. pig farmers know, a robust
export market is critical to the ongoing success of the nation’s pork
industry. In 2018, U.S. pork and pork variety meat exports totaled 5.37
billion pounds valued at $6.392 billion, according to USDA. If an FAD
such as ASF entered the U.S., it would likely eliminate this entire
valuation to zero for an unknown amount of time, which is why taking steps to prevent it from occurring
require immediate action such as those outlined in resources on this page.

Checkoff Collaborates with Government, Industry Partners to Battle ASF
For almost a year, the Pork Checkoff has taken a leading role in collaborating with multiple government, and
industry partners to protect the United States from African swine fever (ASF). Primary partners in this effort
include the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the National Pork Producers Council, the North American Meat
Institute, the American Association of Swine Veterinarians and the Swine Health Information Center. By
combining their resources, these organizations and others have been able to achieve a comprehensive response
to ASF that has helped to harden the defenses of the domestic swine industry against this costly foreign animal
disease and others like it.

Sign Up for the FAD Preparation Bulletin
To keep producers up to date on the threat of African Swine Fever and other foreign animal diseases, The
National Pork Board has a number of resources available, including an FAD Preparation Bulletin. To sign up
for the e-newsletter, or to see other available resources, visit www.pork.org/fad.

On-Farm Biosecurity & FAD Checklists
Anyone who works with pigs should be familiar with the signs of ASF:
• High fever
• Diarrhea and vomiting
• Decreased appetite and weakness
• Coughing and difficulty breathing
• Red, blotchy skin or skin lesions
Immediately report animals with any of these signs to your herd veterinarian or to your state or federal animal
health officials. Or, you may call USDA’s toll-free number at 1-866-536-7593 for appropriate testing and
investigation. Timeliness is essential to preventing the spread of ASF.
FAD factsheets are available at www.pork.org/production/animal-disease/foreign-animal-disease-resources.

Key Facts About African Swine Fever
•

Pork is safe to eat. African swine fever is not in the U.S. U.S. pigs are not affected by the African swine
fever (ASF) outbreaks in other countries, to date.

•

African swine fever is a viral disease impacting only pigs, not people — so it is not a public health threat
nor a food-safety concern.

•

The USDA does not allow importation of pigs or fresh pork products into the U.S. from areas or regions
of the world that are reported positive for the ASF virus.
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